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Syria and Saudi military discuss cooperation 

17 Defence Minister 

Mostafe ms discussed with a Saadi military delega- 
non on Saturday ways of increasing cooperation S 
coontohon between their armies. An official source 
said ^alks dnnng the meeting centred on bilateral 

^ wa * s to 50081 
cooperation and coordination between them/The 

Saudi delegation will spend several days in Syria, the 
source said but gave no further detafls. A bomb attack 
in Saudi Arabia last month killed 19 Americans at a 
military complex m Khobar in eastern Saudi Arabia. 
Syria condemned the attack and voiced commitment 
to ensure Saudi Arabia’s security. 
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Zeroual renews call for dialogue 

ALGIERS (AP) — Algerians marked 34 years of 
independence with a call by President Li amine Zer- 
oual for new talks to end the North African nation’s 
four-year insurgency. Mr. Zeroual appealed during 
Friday’s independence day celebrations for a fresh 
“multilateral” dialogue with opposition parties, tenta- 
tively set for July 15. The Algerian government said a 
national conference on the future of the country, 
which won independence from France in 1962, likely 
would follow the talks. But Algeria's main Islamic 
opposition, the banned Islamic Salvation Front, will 
not be allowed to participate in the talks, raising little 
hopes of an imminent end to the country’s bloodshed. 
The front was outlawed, and most of its leaders jailed 
or in exile, when Algeria’s insurgency began in Janu- 
ary 1992. 
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King, Arafat meet 


* Jordan pledges full support for Palestinians 
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AQABA (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat Saturday held a 
meeting * at the Royal 
Palace in Aqaba and agreed 
oo the need to resume the 
peace process in order to 
achieve a just, comprehen- 
sive and durable peace in 
the region, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

King Hussein pledged 
Jordan’s foil support for 
the Palestinians to gain 
their rights and establish 
their own state on their 
national soil, Petra said. 

“Jordan supports the 
Palestinians and seeks to 
see the new Israeli govern- 
ment honour the accords 
that the previous govern- 
ment (of Shimon Peres) 
reached with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), including starting 
talks on the final status of 
the occupied territories, 
executing agreements 
agreed upon such as army 
redeployment from the 
West Bank town of 
Hebron,” Petra quoted the 
lung as saying. 

“His Majesty King Hus- 
sein promised President 
Arafat that he will do all he 
can to press upon the Israeli 
government the importance 
of meeting its signed com- 
mitments with the Pales- 
tinians and that there should 


not be turning back on what 
has been achieved,” a senior 
Jordanian official said. 

Palestinians want the 
Israeli government to fulfil 
agreements made by its pre- 
decessors to partially with- 
draw its troops from the 
West Bank town of Hebron 
and stan talks on the final 
status of the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
Arafat had 30 minutes of 
“productive talks" before 
heading to more expanded 
discussions with their full 
delegations over lunch, a 
Jordanian spokesman told 
Reuters. 

The Palestinian leader 
wants King Hussein’s help 
to arrange a meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Beny amin Netanyahu to 
stan the promised Pales tin- 
ian-Israeli talks on thorny 
issues such as defining bor- 
ders and the future of 
Jerusalem, officials said 
before the Aqaba talks. 

Mr. Arafat flew into this 
Red Sea resort city aboard 
an executive jet sent by 
King Hussein to fly him in 
from the Gaza Strip. 

Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher said Mr. 
Arafat’s visit was aimed at 
coordinating policies in 
regard to the Middle East 
peace process. He did not 
elaborate. 



His Majesty King Hussein, Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti meet at 
the Royal Palace in Aqaba for talks centred on the peace process (photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 


Omar Khatib! chief of the 
PLO mission in Amman, 
said Mr. Arafat was seeking 
to enlist Jordan’s support in 
his dealings with Israel. 


‘’it is imperative to coor- 
dinate with Jordan so that it 
can press Israel to execute 
agreements already agreed 
upon such as redeployment 


in (the West Bank town of) 
Hebron and to enter final 
status negotiations,” he 
said. *Tf Israel did not cany 
out agreements already 


reached, then the situation 
will be explosive in the 
Palestinian territories,” be 
warned. Mr. Arafat later left 
Aqaba for Gaza.- 


U.S. to hear from 
, Netanyahu this week 


D.ui ? 
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WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — The United States 
hopes new Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Net- 
anyahu finall y will explain 
how he plans to reconcile 
hardline stands and plans to 
continue the Mideast peace 
process. 

In a recent meeting with 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, his first with a 
senior U.S. official since 
taking office, Mr. 
Netanyahu kept under 
wraps how his government 
intends to pursue the peace 
process. 

But U.S. expectations are 
high for Mr. Netanyahu to 
be forthcoming in his first 
official visit to the United 
‘ States. He is to arrive in 
Washington Tuesday. 

According to U.S. ambas- 
sador to Israel Martin 
Indyk, Washington 

acknowledges the new 
right-wing leader’s priority 
of security for Israel but is 
becoming increasingly 
w impatient with his vague 
policy statements, five 
weeks after his election. 

“The (Israeli) prime min- 
ister was elected on a man- 
date of peace and security. 
We have no problem with 
the concept," Mnlndyk was 
quoted as saying in Friday’s 
Jerusalem Post. 


But he added: “It is obvi- 
ously a question of how we 
go about achieving it” 
While downplaying the 
differences between the 
United States and Israel, 
the ambassador pointedly 
stressed that “there are 
immediate issues that have 
to be dealt with.” 



Benyamin Netanyahu 


Two weeks ago in 
Jerusalem, Mr. Christopher 
failed to convince Mr. 
Netanyahu to lay 'his cards 
on the table. Mr. Netanyahu 
made no solid pledge on the 
rwo most pressing prob- 
lems: The continuation of 


dialogue with Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) and the 
partial withdrawal of Israeli 
troop from the city of 
Hebron in the West Bank, 
the next step under the 
terms of the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace accords. 

Washington, which has 
invested considerable 
resources in the Mideast 
peace process, wants to be 
able to reassure its Arab 
allies, especially Egypt 

Saturday, Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa 
said there were “diver- 
gences” in the views of 
Washington and Cairo on 
certain aspects of the peace 
process. 

And Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak’s political 
adviser Osama AI Baz went 
so for as to accuse U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, who 
is facing a reelection bid in 
November in which the 
Jewish vote will be a factor, 
of being “readier than at 
any other moment to go 
along with Israeli views”. 
He warned that the United 
States must be consistent 
with its previously adopted 
policies, “otherwise it will 
lose credibility in the 
region". 

Mr. Clinton meanwhile 
(Continued on page 3) 


PNA releases 11 Islamists; 
Hamas calls for uprising 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The militant 
Islamic group Hamas called 
on Saturday for a new 
Palestinian uprising in 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank town of Hebron. 

“We extend our hand to 
our brothers in Fateh to 
renew the intifada in 
Hebron and Jerusalem, 
escalate the resistance and 
unite Palestinian, Arab and 
Islamic ranks to expel the 
occupiers from all of Pales- 
tine,” Hamas said in a 
leaflet foxed to an 
international news agency. 

It issued the statement in 
support of activists from 
the Palestine Liberation 


Organisation’s (PLO) 
mainstream Fateh faction in 
Hebron who called last 
week for a renewal of the 
intifada in the town from 
where Israeli soldiers were 
supposed to have partially 
withdrawn in March. 

Palestinian security 
forces arrested Azmi Shuy- 
oukhi, one of the leaders of 
the Fateh group in Hebron, 
on Thursday, his brother 
said. 

Hamas said Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat’s 
forces arrested Mr. Shuy- 
oukhi in response to 
“humiliating Zionist pres- 
sure and conditions." 

It demanded the release 


of “all those arrested on 
suspicion of resisting occu- 
pation,” a reference to hun- 
dreds of H fnna$ activists 
and supporters detained 
after Muslim suicide 
bombers lolled 59 people in 
Israel in February and 
March. 

“The self-rule authority 
has reached a dead end in 
pursuing peace and has no 
choice but to return to the 
people instead of throwing 
itself into the lap of the 
Zionists ” the leaflet said. 

Israel’s previous govern- 
ment, led by Shimon Peres, 
signed an agreement with 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.S. considering troops 
redeployment in Saudi Arabia 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States, hoping 
to tighten security for its 
troops after a terrorist blast 
killed 19 U.S. servicemen 
in-Saudi Arabia, may rede- 
ploy forces from the Saudi 
capital, Defence Secretary 
William Perry said. 

The redeployment would 
involve moving some of 
the 1,500 U.S. troops from 
Riyadh elsewhere in the 


desen kingdom, Mr. Perry 
told reporters in Germany 
on bis way home from a 
visit with U.S. troops in 
BosniaJ3ut the defence 
secretary rejected sugges- 
tions that Washington 
might cut its overall mili- 
tary forces in Saudi Arabia, 
according to a transcript of 
his remarks made available 
by the Pentagon on Friday. 

“We’re not going to cut 


and run from Saudi Ara- 
bia,” he said 

“We are not planning a 
reduction in forces because 
of the bombing.” U.S. offi- 
cials were shaken by the 
June 25 bombing of a 
housing complex for U.S. 
military personnel in 
which 19 Americans were 
killed and hundreds more 
injured 

.(Continued on page 3) 


Israelis go on sightseeing tours to Hebron ‘hot spots’ 


*■- * 


HEBRON (AFP) — 
Coachloads of Israelis are 
going for day trips to see 
the “hot spots” of Hebron 
where their government's 
reluctance to withdraw 
troops has brought the West 
Bank town to breaking 
point. 

On a blazing hoi week- 
end, when the rest of Israel 
v stayed at home or flocked 
to the beach, some ■ 150 
sightseers loaded down 
with cool boxes, cameras 
and sunhats trecked to 

Hebron to see at first hand 
the tension between Jewish 
settlers and Palestinians 


here. “People think we’re 
crazy to spend our Sabbath 
like this,” said Haim 
ToJedano of the Gush 
Shalom (peace bloc) move- 
ment, who organised Sat- 
urday’s 15 shekel (five dol- 
lar) per head tour and oth- 
ers like it. ' 

“But Israelis woulan t 
normally dream of coming 
to Hebron, and most peo- 
ple haven’t a clue what it s 
like. This is their chance to 
see the hot spots and under- 
stand.** 

Hebron is the last West 
Bank town still under 
Israeli occupation. Some 


400 militant settlers live in 
the heart of the town along- 
side 120,000 Arabs in a 
constant state of tension. 
The day-trippers were 
given an official reception 
at Hebron town hall, where 
foe Palestinian Mayor 
Mustapha Natshe told 
ibera: “Israelis are wel- 

come here as tourists, but 
not as settlers.” Mr. Natshe, 
said leaflets were circulat- 
ing in Hebron calling for a 
“new intifada” and warned: 
“We think it may happen 
if people in Hebron see 
nothing moving on the 
redeployment issue. Their 


patience is at breaking 
point.” Under the Oslo 
autonomy accords the 
Israeli army was supposed 
to withdraw by March 28, 
but the redeployment was 
postponed and the new 
right-wing government of 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
yet to spell out what it 
plans to do. But if their wel- ' 
come from the Palestinians 
was warm, the Israeli 
tourists had a hostile recep- 
tion from their compatriots, 
the settlers and soldiers. 

The highlight of their tour 
— a visit to the Tomb of 
the Patriarchs, holy to both 


Jews and Muslims — was 
abruptly cancelled when 
the army declared it a 
“closed military zone” 
upon their arrivaL 
“Now you’ve had the real 
Hebron experience,” the 
group’s Palestinian guide 
said as soldiers wielding 
machine guns ushered 
them from the area and set- 
tler children gathered round 
singing “Hebron for now 
and forever.” Mr. Dikla 
Van-Loobin, 25, a settler 
living in Hebrew town cen- 
tre, looked on in disgust. 
“God help them. They 
come to Hebron to make 


provocations, that’s all,” 
she said. “They talk to the 
Arabs and try to mm them 
against U.S., which we 
don’t want.” Another set- 
tler, 25-year-old Oren 
Cohen, said: “We are con- 
fident the army will stay 
here and the Jews will live 
in the town forever. l bibi* 
Mr. Netanyahu is good to 
the Jews." from there on the 
tourists were taken to Gawp 
at heavily guarded settler 
homes in the middle of 
Hebron and the large set- 
tlement of Kiiyat Arba 

(Continued on page 3) 


France turns $65m 
in debt to Jordan 
into investment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
French government has 
decided to convert Jordan’s 
commercial debts to France 
which amount to 325 mil- 
lion francs ($63 million) 
into foreign investments in 
development projects in the 
Kingdom, according to an 
announcement by the 
French embassy in Amman 
Saturday. 

The 325 million franc- 
debt represents commer- 
cial credits granted by 
French companies and 
guaranteed by the French 
gove rnme nt and the amount 
corresponds to 10 per cent 
of this category of debt 
ceiling as decided by the 
Paris Club, plus a part of 
the public aid to develop- 
ment, the embassy added in 
a statement 

At a meeting in June of 
1994 the Pans Gub has 
accepted to reschedule the 
whole of the Jordanian debt 
towards its members. 

The move came in direct 
response to arequest by His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
French President Jacques 
Chirac during the King’s 
visit to Paris on May 6, 
1996, said the embassy 
statement. It added that 
the French leader had 
expressed his government’s 
readiness to help Jordan 
face its current economic 
difficulties. 

According to the state- 
ment tins French govern- 


ment decided on the move 
during taiks by a Jordanian 
delegation, led by Deputy 
Governor of the Central 
Bank of Jordan Michel 
Marto held in Paris on July 
2 . 

Under the agreement 
debts eligible to dais opera- 
tion will be sold by the 
French Treasury to 
international investors 
wishing to invest in Jordan 
at a rate substantially infe- 
rior to its nominal value. 
Accordingly the financial 
effort from the French gov- 
ernment amounts to 160 
million francs or $32 mil- 
lion, said the statement 

“The bids for investors 
will be opened for a long 
period of time starting from 
this summer in order to 
allow as much time as pos- 
sible to investors wishing 
to propose projects,” 
according to the statement. 

“Both parties at the Paris 
meeting last week were 
extremely pleased with the 
conclusion of this agree- 
ment which puts an end to 
rounds of negotiations in 
the most friendly atmos- 
phere." 

By concluding the 
agreement “a major step 
has been taken in the devel- 
opmennt of the excellent 
relations between Paris and 

Amman " 


Egypt arrests 
18 militants 


MARSA MATRUH, Egypt 
(AFP) — Egyptian police 
have arrested 18 people 
accused of seeking to 
oiganise a cell of the mili- 
tant Gamaa Islamiyah 
group in this Mediterranean 
resort, the suspects’ lawyer 
told AFP on Saturday. 

The 18 were arrested last 
month in Marsa Matruh, 
500 kilometres northwest 
of Cairo, on charges of 
“creating an organisation of 
the Gamaa Islamiyah and 
preparing plans against the 
government,” the lawyer 
Mohammad Sameh said. 

A 19th suspect, still at 
large, Ashraf Saad Al 
Nahas, was charged with 
leading the cell from 
abroad and providing it 
with orders and funds, Mr. 
Sameh said. In a fox 
received in Cairo, Mu 
Nahas called the charges “a 
lie and a frameup,” adding 
that he had been in Ger- 
many for the past three 
years “for studies.” 

All the arrested suspects 
denied the charges, except 
one, Abdul Basil Wair, who 
admitted the group had 
“held religious meetings to 
study the ideas of the 
Gamaa Islamiyah,” Mr. 
Sameh said. “But there is 
no physical proof of any 
activity. Only religious 
books were found with the 
arrested,” Mr. Sameh said. 
Mr. Nahas left Egypt after 
be was chaiged in 1993 
with “preparing anti-gov- 
ernment publications for 
distribution” Ml Sameh 
said. 

One of the 18 went 
berserk during interroga- 
tions, claiming to be mar- 
ried to a sorceress and pos- 
sessed by a devil, a legal 
sources said Saturday. 

During interrogations, the 
suspect heard the sound of 
a call to prayer “and sud- 
denly be went berserk and 
started’ speaking gibberish 


in the voice Of a woman ” 
he said. 

The suspect “claimed he 
had married a sorceress 
who bad possessed him 
with a devil, who struck 
him whenever he heard the 
call to prayer,” the source 
said 

His interrogators “had to 
run from the room to avoid 
injury because he was 
jumping around so much” 
in the throes of his posses- 
sion, be said 
Meanwhile prosecutors 
demanded the death penal- 
ty for 15 militants and life 
imprisonment for 17 others 
accused of killing eight 
policemen and a village 
mayor in south Egypt, legal 
sources said 

The defendants are 
accused of killing General 
Mohammad Abdul Latif Al 
Shimi, deputy bead of secu- 
rity in southern Assiut 
province, his driver and 
bodyguard and five other 
policemen in an ambush in 
1993, the sources said 
The group, arrested the 
same year, also murdered 
Filtis Butros, the Christian 
mayor of the Assiut village 
of Muria, and “planned 
attacks on other important 
figures and security person- 
el,” prosecutors chaiged. 
Cairo’s supreme security 
court heard the prosecu- 
tion's demand for sentences 
in a session on Saturday 
and ordered that the 
defence begin its case in a 
session the following day. 

Seven of the 32 defen- 
dants are still at large and 
another, Gamal Abdul 
Hamid Abdul Nasser, was 
killed in a shootout with 
police last May. But the 
court has not yet removed 
the late Abdul Nasser from 
the list of defendants. He is 
among the defendants fac- 
ing only life imprisonment. 
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Egyptian leftist party 
split in ‘poetry war’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
leftist opposition party has 
been split by a "poetry war" 
as feuding members have 
begun taking public shots at 
each other in scathing 
verse, the Arab daily AI 
Hayat reported Saturday. 

The war in the leftist 
Tagamrau Party erupted 
when Samir Abdul Baqi 
announced his resignation 
from the party’s general 
secretariat last month in a 
poem published in the 
press. 

The poem, titled "I bid 
you farewell." slammed the 
party leadership for “close- 
mindedness" and “back- 
wardness”. calling them 
“Mamlukes". adding, 
“maybe someday your 
humble servant’s dreams 
will bring a knight to save 
you." 

The party then shot back 
with an anonymous poem 
tided “You've done us a 
favour”, waxing lyrical: 
“Go, Samir, the party 


endures even if all pass on, 
as long as one warrior poet 
remains." 

“You pretend to be a 
fighter, then tomorrow you 
go crying io the govern- 
ment minister." the poet 
snapped at its former 20- 
year member. 

The Tagammu has been 
plagued by infighting since 
last November's parliament 
elections which other oppo- 
sition parties complained 
were rife with fraud but in 
which the Tagammu won 
five seats. 

Critics inside the party 
have accused Tagammu of 
toning down its opposition 
to curry favour with the 
government. especially 
after its Secretary Genera] 
Rifaat Said was appointed 
by the president to the hon- 
orary upper house of parlia- 
ment 

Round two of the poesy 
battle came when Mr. 
Abdul Baqi published a 
second poem, warning that 


“those who show fear are 
dead”* and accusing the 
Tagammu heads of entering 
“a public auction with the 
government" and “plotting 
on their masters' orders." 

The party responded in 
another bit of doggerel, 
warning Mr. Abdul Baqi: 
“We know what your deal 
is — but your secret's safe 
with us, we won't expose 
you.'’ 

Finally, AJ Hayat said, an 
unknown third party has 
stepped in, recently pub- 
lishing an anonymous 
poem calling for an end to 
the versical potshots: 
“Wake up, Tagammu. get 
out of your mess, poetry is 
not for squabbling." 

“If you were a party with 
men of worth, people's 
hopes would not have been 
lost/nor the workers' 
dreams killed at birth — by 
your own hands, you 
frauds," the unsigned poet 
grumbled. 


Khartoum has changed its ‘tone’ 
but not enough — opposition 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sudan's 
Islamic government has 
“changed its tone" but has 
yet to abandon the policies 
which led to its isolation, 
the leading Sudanese oppo- 
sition figure said in an 
interview on Saturday. 

“There is indeed some- 
thing suggesting that the 
government has changes its 
tone and has begun 
addressing the world and 
the West with a new. differ- 
ent language along with 
some action," Sadeq Al- 
Mahdi told the Arab daily 
Al Hayat. 

“But the question remains 
concerning “ its'**' sincerity, " 
since the world has' lost' 
faith in much of what this 
regime says," said Mr. 
Mahdi, who was toppled as 
prime minister in 19S9 by 
the coup which brought the 


current government to 
power. 

The government of Presi- 
dent Omar AI-Bashir “has 
two options: To stick to its 
so-called ‘principles of sal- 
vation' or to abandon 
them,” he said. 

“The 'principles of salva- 
tion* are the policies which 
led to Sudan's isolation, its 
interference in other coun- 
tries and opening its doors 
to opposition figures from 
other countries," Mr. Mahdi 
said. 

Khartoum has softened its 
tone since the U.N. slapped 
diplomatic sanctions on it 
in May Fof “supporting ter-'-‘ 
roriSfri'* and failingtb ektra-' 
dite three militants accused ‘ 
in the June 1995 attempt to 
assassinate Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

Sudan ejected a Saudi 


businessman accused of 
financing militant activities 
and Gen. Bashir met in 
Cairo on June 23 with Mr. 
Mubarak in a bid to heal 
over their differences. 

Mr. Mahdi called the 
Mubarak-Bashir meeting “a 
breakthrough of perhaps a 
step or two, but it will dis- 
appear if there is not a com- 
plete change in the 
Sudanese government's 
policies." 

He also pointed to 
protests by the state- 
appointed head of Sudan's 
. , labour, aniens federation. 

. . >TajvALS«iAbdun, against a. . 
Jimq.taik&iBnjgas taxes, say-" 
ing “the regime's friends 
have begun moving to the 
side of the people against 
the regime." 


UAE 
satellite 
to cost 

$650m 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
commercial satellite project 
planned by the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to upgrade 
its mobile telephone network 
will cost around $650 mil- 
lion. officials said on Satur- 
day. 

Thuraya (chandelier), 
which has attracted key 
international firms, could 
include one or two satellites, 
to be commissioned in 1999, 
said Mohammad Omran. act- 
ing director general of the 
state-run Etisalat Telecom- 
munications. 

“The costs of this giant pro- 
ject are estimated at around 
$650 million. Major 
international satellite manu- 
facturers have been invited to 
present their bids," Ml 
O mran told the economic 
weekly Al Eqtisadi. 

Three companies from 
France and two from the 
United States are already bat- 
tling to grab the deal, one of 
the biggest telecommunica- 
tion contracts in the region. 
Etisalat said on Thursday it 
had issued tenders for the 
project, which will make the 
UAE the first Arab country to 
have its own satellite. The 
system consists of geostation- 
ary satellite that will cover the 
Middle East North Africa. 
Eastern Europe. Central Asia 
and the Indian subcontinent 

Officials from the French 
Alcatel company, which has 
formed a consortium of four 
world firms to win the con- 
tract have estimated its cost 
at between 750 and one bil- 
lion dollars, depending on its 
specifications. 

Mr. Omran said the project 
would be financed through 
Etisalat's own resources and 
funds from a joint venture 
that .will pwn .the satellite. 

■ “Etisalat is planning to siet 

* * ■ *-* J ■ 


have gone a long way in our 
negotiations with those par- 
ties, which strongly support 
the project,” he said. 



PALESTINIAN FISHERMEN PUSH THEIR BOAT: Palestinian fishermen posh their boat into the water on a 
Gaza beach Saturday. Fishing had become an important economic activity for the Palestinians during the Israeli 
closure (Reuters photo) 




Israeli army under 
pressure to cut costs 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli treasury is training it 
sights on the military's 
sizeable budget by seeking 
$330 million in spending 
cuts in an attempt to curb 
the government's balloon- 
ing deficit, army radio said 
Saturday. 

But the move is sure to 
spark a battle with the 
defence ministry, which is 
asking for a $260 million 
budget increase. 

Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor. who announced 
plans this week for $1.5 bil- 
lion of cuts in 1997 from 
the country's $50 billion 
budget, wants to scale back 
the $8.5 billion defence 
budget. 

Plans are in place to 
length?^ . the. . seiyipe of 
career soldiers —.currently 
'entitled' to refirfe 'with fiill 
pension ar : 42 ^ ! ^od|to cut 
salaries, benefits 'arid' man- 
power. 

A total of 5,000 career 
soldiers have left the array 


in the past four years under 
a rationalisation pro- 
gramme of the former 
Labour government. 

But Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai insists 
there is no room for further 
cuts and is demanding 
increased spending to cover 
the huge cost of the 17-day 
offensive against Hizbollah 
guerillas in South Lebanon 
in April. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has said he 
wants to thrash out a budget 
for 1997 before be leaves 
for Washington on Monday, 
and he is likely to rule over 
any dispute between Mr. 
Meridor and Mr. 
Mordechai at a cabinet 
meet ing Sunday, said Army 
""radioT 

Military spending, ^which 
*■ ftpresenwtH T-.fcper Cent of 
the budget in 1996, 
includes annual aid from 
the United States of $1.8 
billion. 


Egypt to set up radar system in Aqaba Gulf 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will set up a radar system in the 
Gulf of Aqaba with European aid to prevent ship acci- 
dents, Public Sector and Environment Minister Atef Ebeid 
said, quoted by the daily Al Ahram on Saturday. Mr. Ebeid 
said the European Union had agreed to provide aid worth 
12 million Egyptian pounds ($3.5 million) “to track ships 
in the Gulf and prevent accidents," the paper reported. 
The minister said 2.400 ships a year pass through the gulf, 
w-hich has seen 13 accidents over the past li years, “most 
of them due to pilots' errors." 

False alarm forces airplane to land 

LARNACA, Cyprus (AP) — An Emirates airlines Boeing 
777 on a flight from Dubai to London made an emergency 
landing here Friday because of a fire warning thaf later 
turned out to be a false alarm. Civil Aviation Department 
Director Stelios Vassiliou said the aircraft, with 299 pas- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


sengers and 16 crew, resumed its flight to London two 
hours later after a check indicated nothing wrong. The 
plane was about 10 minutes' flying time east of Larnaca 
airport when a signal lamp in the cockpit indicated smoke 
in the cargo holdT 

Opium stashed in goats’ stomachs seized 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Police in southeastern Iran have 
seized over 13 kilogrammes of opium hidden in the stom- 
achs of two goats, newspapers reported Saturday. Police- 
men on patrol stopped two men walking the goats in Zabol 
region of Sistan-Baluchesran bordering Afghanistan after 
becoming suspicious and took the animals for autopsy. 
The drug was fed to the goats in plastic bags. Amid a 
crackdown on drug trafficking, many smugglers have also 
been swallowing them to avoid detection. 

Kurdish rebels kill two soldiers 

ERZINCAN, Turkey (AP) — Kurdish guerrillas raked a 


military sentry post with automatic gunfire, killing two 
sentries on duty in this eastern dry. the Anatolia news 
agency said on Saturday. The attack occurred late Friday, 
it said. The guerrillas, whose 12-year-old fight for autono- 
my mainly is waged in the rugged mountains of Turkey's 
southeast, have recently began to stage attacks in urban 
areas. A Kurdish suicide bomber killed seven soldiers in 
eastern Tunceli city a week ago. 

NATO welcomes suspension of drills 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — NATO urged Greece and Turkey on 
Saturday to build on an agreement to suspend military exer- 
dses in the Aegean Sea, where the two NATO members 
came dose to war last January. Both countries declared this 
past week that they would refrain from air and sea manoeu- 
vres in the Aegean Sea until Sept. 1 — in effect making the 
area safe for summer tourism. The idea had been proposed 
by NATO Secretary General Javier Solana “in an effort to 
contribute to a reduction of tension ... during the peak tourist 
period,” NATO spokesman Jamie Shea said. 


Yemen, Eritrea to have 
more talks on dispute 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Eritrea 
and Yemen are to have more 
talks later this month on 
their dispute over the Red 
Sea islands of Hanish after 
making “important 

progress" in discussions this 
week, Eritrean radio report- 
ed Saturday. 

Representatives of both 
governments discussed a 
draft protocol of arbitration 
in Paris, in the presence of a 
French government repre- 
sentative. earlier this week, 
the radio, monitored here by 
the BBC, said. 

“They discussed the defin- 
ition of the conflict, the 
question of sovereignty over 
the Zuqur-Hanish archipel- 
ago and the demarcation of 
the maritime border between 
Eritrea and Yemen." the 
radio, monitored here by the 


BBC; said. ■; 7 ^ <: Deceraber diiriiigHhree days 

Further talks will be held Fighting 'which' left nine 
on July 18 and 19. the radio soldiers dead. 

Cyprus calls for moves 
against ‘Turkish abuse’ 

mate international concern 
and commitment" Mr. 
Makrides told die OSCE’s 
general committee on democ- 
racy and human rights. 

In 1974 Turkish troops 
landed in the north of the 
island in response to a coup in 
Nicosia engineered by the 
military junta then ruling 
Greece. 

The Turkish republic of 
northern Cyprus remains 
recognised only by Turkey. 
Peace talks have repeatedly 
failed. 

Mr. Makrides said over the 
past 22 years the number of 
Greek Cypriots living in the 
occupied area has plummeted 
to 5.000 from 20.000. 


STOCKHOLM (R) — 

Cyprus on Saturday called for 
more practical steps by the 
international community to 
stop alleged human rights 
violations in the Turkish- 
occupied area of northern 
Cyprus. 

Cypriot Deputy Isidores 
Makrides told the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Cooper- 
ation in Europe’s (OSCE) 
fifth annual parliamentary 
assembly that renewed inter- 
vention was urgently needed 
as Turkey was ignoring 
international bodies. 

“It's quite obvious that 
human rights violations are 
being undertaken...and this is 
a matter for direct and legiti- 


■IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Canoon — The Mask 

15:30 Tennis Wimbledon Men's 
Singles Final 

17:00 - News Flash 

17:02 .Tennis Wimbldeon 

19:00 Jjc Journal 

19:15 Sports et Musique 

19:30 .News Headlines 

19:35 Cinema. Cinema 

2ft00 .The.Amaican Char Shew 

2(h45 Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 

21: JO ... — Blacke's Magic 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 ...Film: ‘Fatal Return” (pi I) 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:57 Fajr 

05:31 I Sunrise) Dttha 

• 12:40 Dhuhr 

W:21 -Asr 

19:50 Maghreb 

21:24 _ ‘bha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swoilieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of (he Annunicatkm 
Tel. 637440. 

Dc 1a Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Cl lurch Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 


JORDAN TIMES 


Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-s peaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazaraie Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with tempera- 
tures slightly above average and 
winds northwesterly moderate to 
active. Temperatures are expected 
to rise on Monday and Tuesday 
becoming above average. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate to active and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman .23/33 

Aqaba 25/39 

Deserts 20/36 

Jordan Valley 24/39 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 


Amman 33. Aqaba 39 Humidity 
readings: Amman 33 per cent, 
Aqaba 25 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Halaseh 8 1 9220 

Dr. Ruhi Sukkar 856457 

Dr. Ghazi Abu Shikhah ....752405 

Yousef Al Faqih 790104 

Finis pharmacy ....... 661912 

Fendows pharmacy ...778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salom pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy .847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazin Abu Bakir 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy .( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah Al Bourini .9903 1 2 

Khalifeh pharmacy .985417 

mpwmtm 

Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. 199 

Rescue PoGcc — 191621111.637777 


Fire Brigade. 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Waa-& Sewerage Cbmptns -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787 111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repain;... 661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .774111 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co - 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre _ >8 1 38 1 2K32 

Khalidi Maternity,..., 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani - 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 

-.845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali .....666 1 26/37 
Al-Ahli, Abdali .664161/6 


Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

AI-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gcvl Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa Notional Hospital 

.(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital.—. (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

- -(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafces Hospital 

—(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian \RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel 
(08153200-5, where it sltould 
always be verified. Infomvtrion on 
other flights can be supplied an 
phone 081527001 


.rf.- 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
09:15 JDhahraniadd) (RJ) 


09:30 

09:55 

Jeddah (RJ) 

10:05 ... 


10:10 ... 
ift= 2 n 

Dubai, Abu Dubai (RJ) 


16:05 _ 

...New Ynrfc iRM 

16:55 ..AmstenJam, Brussels (RJ) 
18:25 OK^AmsKadamtRJ) 

19:25 ... 
19 J0 ... 
20:15 

Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

20:15 ... 


20:25 ... 


20 JO ... 


20:40 ... 


22:50.. 


01:10 „ 


Other Flights 

06 JO .Tel Aviv (LY) 

12J0- 


13:40 ... 


15:05 ... 


I6J0 ... 


20:35... 
21:10 ... 

........... .Cairo (MS) 

Beirut (ME) 

22:15... 
23 JO ... 

London. Beirut (BA) 

23 JO ... 
01:20 ... 
02 JO ... 

..........Athens (OA) 

Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 
— Belgrade (GU) 


j 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 — Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

04:00 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

06:10 Madrid (RJ) 

06:35 .Beirut i RJ) 

11:30 Vienna. Frankfurt t RJ) 

12:00 .Tunis 

(RJ) 

12:15 Rome(RJ) 

12:15 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

12:30 Amstenim New Vbric (RJ) 

13:25 -London (RJ> 

14:00 Athens (RJ) 

21:20 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Damascus (RJ) 

22:20 Abu Dhabi. Dubai tRJ) 

22:45 Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 

22:50 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:45 -..Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:40 London (KJ) 

07 JS .Tel Aviv (LYl 

09:15 London 

(BA) 

12:00 Sanaa (TY) 

13:30 Istanbul. Athens (Q7) 

14:30 -Doha (GF) 

16:05 — .. Moscow (SU) 

21:25 Cairo (MS) 

02J0 .. Amsterdam (KL) 

03 JO — Belgrade 1 GU 1 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:00 — Lstanbul(TK) 


07:45 Beirut London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10:00 Amman (arriving at Marka 
Airport from QAIA) (RW) 

20:30 — Aqaba (RW) 

HU AZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Op. Amman — 800 am every Monday 
An: Damascus — 5:00 pm. evoy Monday - 
Op Omasois_7:30 am. every Sunday 
An: Amman 5fO pm every Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 

Upperitawer price in fits per kg. 


Apricot 

....750/500 

700/500 


,...600/600 

Banana (mukhammar) 
Banana (imported) „ 
Cabbage 

....520/520 
....860/600 
120/80 

Carrot 

140/80 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (lame) 

...300/220 
...... 120/80 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant 

Garlic 

...200/120 

210/150 

....650/400 


.800/500 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) ... , 

.. 150/100 
__24fl/160 

Mulukhiah 

130/80 

Onion (dry) 

. .130/80 

Okra 

....850/600 

Orange 

....400/300 

Pea. 

„„48Q/350 

Peach .... 

670/400 


Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

String Bean 

„.400/280 

..300/180 

..450/300 



added. 

It did not say where the 
next round of negotiations 
will be held. The radio quot- 
ed French foreign ministry ^ 
officials as saying the dis-® 
cussions were “friendly and 
constructive" and that there 
had been important 
progress. 

The French representative 
will also be present at the 
resumed talks, the radio 
quoted Eritrean foreign min- 
istry officials saying. 

Yemen and Eritrea signed 
a French-mediated agree- 
ment in Paris on May 21 
calling for both sides to sub- 
mit their dispute over the 
Hanis h islands at the south- 
ern entrance to the Red Sea 
to international arbitration. 

Eritrea captured the main 
island of-Hanisfr-AJ Kabir in 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — At the 
closing ceremony of the 
week-long Arab Children’s 
Congress (ACC) at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Satur- 
day distributed certificates 
and gifts to 90 children 
from Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, 
Oman, Palestine, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Yemen, a Royal Court 
statement said. 

The children presented 
the outcome of their work- 


shops, which had been held 
at the Royal Scientific Soci- 
ety, the Haya Cultural Cen- 
tre and die Jubilee School, 
on the evolution and devel- 
opment of science and tech- 
nology in the worid as well 
as on creative methods in 
learning computers, drama, 
painting and music. 

They performed a song 
and dance as well as a short * 
dramatic skit before Queen 
Noor totfred their exhibi- 
tion of stamps, art and liter- 
ary work. 

The proceedings of this 


year’s conference will be 
published in the ACC’s 
magazine which will be 
distributed throughout the 
Arab World. 

Queen Noor was received 
by Advisor to the Queen 
In'am Mufti, the Director 
of Morale Guidance at the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, 
Executive Director of the 
Noor AI Hussein Founda- 
tion Ibrahim Badran and 
members of the NHF Board 
of Trustees. 


PSD revives tourist police Unit 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) is reviving its tourist 
police unit and has recruit- 
ed “qualified officers” who 
will enable the force to 
carry out its duties effi- 
ciently, a PSD official said 
Saturday. 

The department will also 
be conducting training pro- 
grammes to draw more 
recruits to this unit which 
will significantly serve a 
particular category of the 
country’s growing tourism 
industry, according to PSD 
Director Lieutenant Gener- 
al Nasouh Muheiddin Sat- 
urday. ■ 


Gen. Muheiddin said that 
police officers stationed at 
the border posts and cross- 
ing points with Israel are 
there to provide facilities to 
travellers and will be 
required to work extra 
hours in three-day shifts 
around the clock in order to 
service tourists arriving to 
or departing from Jordan. 

He said that in addition to 
stationing tourist police at 
the border crossings and at 
the bridges on the Jordan 
River, these officers are 
also deployed at archaeo- 
logical sites to lend assis- 
tance to tourists and visi- 


Gen. Muheiddin said tire 
PSD’s former tourist police 
unit was limited in its ser- 
vice by programmes set by 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities. He said the 
new unit will be particular- 
ly helpful in the summer, 
Jordan’s peak season for 
tourism and visits from 
Arab nationals from other 
parts of the world. 

He added that summer 
usually brings many social 
occasions of large atten- 
dance such as weddings, 
and university graduations, 
and therefore the workload 
of the police force in gener- 
al is increased. 


PNA releases 11 Islamists 


*- 
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(Coninued from page 1) 

the PLO to pull soldiers out 
of most of Hebron with the 
exception of areas where 
some 400 Jewish settlers 
■live. 

The redeployment was 
delayed by the suicide 
bombings and Mr. 
Netanyahu has said he was 
still studying security 
aspects of the partial pull- 
out before deciding how to 
proceed. 

Hebron Mayor Mustapha 
Natsbeh has warned of a 
renewal of the uprising in 
his town unless Israeli 
forces carried out the rede- 
ployment. The intifda, 
which began in 1987, large- 
ly ended with the signing of 
the Israel-PLO peace deal 
in 1993. 

In another development 
the Palestinian National 
Authority has released 11 
jailed Islamic activists in 
the West Bank, security 
sources said on Saturday. 


They said the men, most 
of them from the Hamas, 
were freed in the Palestin- 
ian-ruled town of Jenin late 
on Friday. 

It was not immediately 
clear if the move was the 
starc of the gradual release 
of hundreds of arrested 
Hamas members. 

Up to 900 people were 
detained in the West Bazik 
and Gaza Strip in the crack- 
down ordered by Mr. 
Arafat. Some were released 
soon after tbeir arrest but 
hundreds remained in 
prison. 

A total of 84 Islamic 
activists were arrested in 
Jenin at the time. 

The Palestinian legisla- 
ture decided last week that 
its interior and security 
committee would study 
each detainee’s file to rec- 
ommend to the security 
forces whether to charge or 
release him. 

Meanwhile, the Palestin- 
ian mini ster of communica- 


tions left the Gaza Strip on 
his way to Iran Saturday, 
where he will participate in 
a communications confer- 
ence of Muslim countries 
and will meet with Iranian 
officials. 

Imad Falouji, a former 
leader in the Hamas move- 
ment, joined the Palestinian 
government as an indepen- 
dent. He left Hamas last 
December, after declaring 
his candidacy in the first 
Palestinian elections in Jan- 
uary for the 88-member 
Palestinian governing 
council. Hamas boycotted 
the elections, because the 
group opposes the Israel- 
PLO agreements that led to 
Palestinian autonomy. 

Mr. Falouji went from the 
Gaza Strip to Egypt and 
from there plans to fly to 
Iran. He is expected to stay 
in the Islamic state for three 
days, and to hold meetings 
with senior members of the 
Iranian regime. 


U.S. considering troops 




(Coninued from page 1) 

Plans to reassign some 
American troops were 
“tinder consideration 
before the bombing, and 
we’ll intensify that consid- 
eration, moving some of 
the forces out of Riyadh,” 
Mr. Percy said. 

U.S. and Saudi officials 
have agreed not to specify’ 
die number of U.S. troops 
in Saudi Arabia for fear of 


inflaming radical Muslim 
groups who oppose their 
presence. 

But American sources 
familiar with the operation 
estimate the number of 
U.S. troops in the country 

at around 5,000. 

U.S. troops are in Saudi 
Arabia to enforce a no-fly 
zone over southern Iraq, in 
effect since the end of the 
Gulf war. 

The defence secretary 


himself has drawn sharp 
criticism from some legis- 
lators, with one senator 
calling for Mr. Perry to 
resign over charges that 
Washington failed to press 
hand enough for tighter 
security at the bombed 
housing complex. 

The June bombing fol- 
lowed a smaller attack in 
November that lulled five 
Americans and two Indi- 


WFP to fund $15m production scheme 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) plans to allocate $15 
million to help Jordan in its 
food production pro- 
gramme for the next five 
years starting in 1997, Min- 
ister of Agriculture 
Mustafa Sbneikat 

announced Saturday. 

Returning to Amman 
from tiie WFP meetings in 
Rome, where the organisa- 
tion is based, Mr. Shneikat 

said that final approval of 
the project is expected at a 
meeting of WFP donors 
scheduled for October. At 
that time a formal agree- 
ment is expected to be 


signed by the WFP and Jor- 
dan. 

Tbe WFP has been 
financing food production 
projects in the Kingdom 
since the 1960s. 

Under tbe proposed 
agreement, the organisation 
will provide funds for new 
projects to be initiated by 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
in cooperation with tbe 
U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), said 
Dc. Shneikat. 

Tbe new project includes 
tbe development of the 
highlands through fruit and 
forest tree cultivation, pas- 
ture land development and 


domestic projects for 
homemakers in the rural 
regions. 

The minister said WFP 
has also promised to help in 
solving problems connect- 
ed with earlier highlands 
projects, but he did not 
elaborate. 

During the five-year pro- 
jects in the rain-fed high- 
lands regions, WFP finan- 
cial aid was used to pur- 
chase food commodities for 
Jordanian farmers while 
they worked on developing 
thfftr lands. 

These projects were 
designed to help farmers 
increase their agricultural 


production and reduce soil 
erosion. 

They often entailed con- 
struction of stone fences 

• and contour teiraces and 
tbe drilling of artesian wells 
and fencing off planted 

• areas. 

During his Rome visit. 
Dr Shneikat met with the 
FAO Director General and 
discussed Jordan’s needs to 
develop its agricultural sec- 
tor. 

He said he obtained a 
promise that an FAO expert 
will visit Jordan in the com- 
ing months to present the 
country with a special labo- 
ratory for tbe analysis of 


chemical residues in fruits 
and vegetables that will 
help ensure safe produce 
for exports. 

Tbe FAO Director Gener- 
al, said Mr. Shneikat, also 
promised to finance short- 
term training programmes 
for Jordanian personnel in 
boosting agricultural pro- 
duction. 

He said the FAO chief 
said that the organisation 
had planned to open a rep- 
resentative office in 
Amman but financial rea- 
sons forced a delay in this 
plan over the past two 
years. 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday hands a child a certificate and a gift at the dos- 
ing ceremony of the 16th Arab ChUdren’s Congress (Petra photo) 

16th Children’s Congress ends 
Queen distributes certificates 
to young Arab delegates 


Host countries, Arab League seek to raise 
$20m for education in occupied Palestine 


DAMASCUS (Petra) — 
The Arab League and the 
five countries hosting 
Palestinian refugees have 
decided to form a fund- 
raising delegation that will 
visit Arab states in order to 
raise $20 million to finance 
educational projects in the 
Israeli -occupied Palestin- 
ian lands, said Mohammad 
Aser, Jordan’s delegate to a 
meeting held last week in 
Damascus to discuss edu- 
cation in Palestinian lands. 

The educational situation 
in foe occupied Arab lands, 
and Israel's repeated clo- 
sures of Arab universities 
and schools and the restric- 
tions on students’ move- 
ments were at foe heart of 
the June 26 to -July 3 dis- 
cussions by delegates from 
Jordan, Syria, Palestine, 
Lebanon and Egypt in addi- 
tion to representatives of 
tbe Arab League, said Mr 
Aser. 

According to Mr. Aser, 
the delegates reviewed 
reports on foe educational 
.sfruatipn .in .'/these .afeas, .. 
, including .foe [status, of, . 
h ['Schools run by the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). He 
said that in foe address he 
delivered on behalf of Jor- 
dan, as a host state, he 
stressed that UNRWA’s 
educational services to foe 
refugees should be contin- 
ued and supported by all 



A young Palestinian refugee stands before his classroom and points to an illustration in.^.r^diqig. compile nsion 
eacepdse at a. United Nations -Relief atfd WOritS Agency (UNRWA) schooL •UNRWAt’s biggest- regular programme 
/is^education. The agency funds etementaryjand Junior secondary, schools and vocational >and teacher training 
<tentres, apdprt)yides university schadarsftips for refugees (UNRWA photo) .. • ; f jvjr ;! 

countries until a compre- he emphasised Jordan’s tort historical facts about recomfofehd to foe Arab 

hensive and just settlement determination to pursue its the city. states that they recognise 


hensive and just settlement 
to tbeir problem has been 
reached. 

Also in his address Mr. 
Aser said, he reviewed foe 
government’s assistance to 
the refugees in Jordan in 
educational, social, health 
and other services. He said 


assistance to the Palestini- 
ans at all levels to alleviate 
their sufferings and to pro- 
mote tbeir educational sys- 
tem. 

The delegates also 
reviewed Israel’s drive to 
Judaise Jerusalem and dis- 


the city. 

They decided to reprint 
books about Jerusalem and 
its history in different lan- 
guages with tbe purpose of 
defending Arab national 
rights before foe worid 
community, Mr. Aser said. 

The delegates agreed to 


recomfofehd to foe Arab 
stales that they recognise 
Palestinian school and uni- 
versity certificates and 
degrees and request that foe 
Arab League help establish 
schools in Palestine for tal- 
ented students and offer 
Palestinians scholarships to 
study at Arab universities. 


U.S. to hear from 
Netanyahu this week 




(Coninued from page 1) 


continues to support Mr. 
Netanyahu publicly while 
seeking to appease the 
growing impatience of U.S. 
allies, within and outride 
the region. 

Mr. Clinton cried to 
deflect implicit criticism of 
Mr. Netanyahu at the recent 
Group of Seven industri- 
alised nations s ummi t, 
which also was attended by 
Russia. 

At the meeting in Lyon, 
France, the president 
emphasised tbe need to give 
foe new Israeli government 
some time and advisedofoer 
countries not to say any- 
thing that could complicate 
foe peace process. 

That warning was clearly 
aimed at Israel’s Arab 
neighbours. Arab countries, 
at a summit late June in 
Cairo called in response to 
tbe election of foe Israeli 
hardliner, threatened to 
rethink their gradual nor- 
malisation of relations with 
Israel if it tried to change 


the rules of the game. 

U.S. officials recognise 
that Ml Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment poses a problem 
for Washington on at least 
two fundamental issues: 
His rejection of any territo- 
rial concession to Syria, the 
land-for-peace principle on 
which the Middle East 
peace talks were launched 
in 1991 in Madrid, and foe 
desire to develop existing 
Jewish settlements in foe 
West Bank. 

The U.S. administration 
has long maintainpfl that 
encouraging Jewish settle- 
ments would complicate 
peace negotiations. But that 
has not stopped Ml 
N etanyahu’s predecessors, 
Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon 
Peres, from doing it 

U.S: diplomats also recall 
that foe accords on Pales- 
tinian autonomy were 
signed at the White House, 
a way of advertising that 
Washington risks losing its 
status as peace broker if it 
acts in too accommodating 
a fashion towards Mr. 
Netanyahu. 


Meanwhile, a Palestinian 
cabinet minister dose to 
President Arafat urged tbe 
United States on Satruday 
to speak out against Mr. 
Netanyahu’s haidUne poli- 
cies. 

“We don't hear the U.S. 
administration talking 
about foe principle of land 
for peace or the illegitimacy 
of foe Jewish settlements in 
(foe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip)," local government 
minister Saeb Erekat told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Erekat, a senior 
adviser to Ml Arafat, 
lashed out at what he called 
Washington’s “blind bias” 
towards Israel, three days 
before Mr. Netanyahu’s 
inaugural visit to the United 
States. 

“We have justified fears 
for foe peace process not 
only on foe Palestinian 
track, but all tracks," Mr. 
Erekat said. Urging Wash- 
ington to press for a 
re su nation of Arab-Israeli 
negotiations, he said: “This 
is foe role of a sponsor of 
peace” 
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Israelis go on sightseeing 
tours to Hebron ‘hot spots’ 


(Coninued from page 1) 


where some 4,000 Jews live 
just outside the town. An 
extremist settler from Kiry- 
at Arba, Baruch Goldstein, 
gunned down 29 Palestini- 
ans at prayer in the Tomb of 
foe Patriarchs in February 
1994. 

The visitors were also 


taken to Hebron’s Arab 
market and mam street, 
both closed since foe mas- 
sacre, a source of great 
resentment in tbe Palestin- 
ian community. Mr. Gabbi 
Ezer, a gas company work- 
er from Galilee in northern 
Israel, said: “I came on this 
tour because I was curious. 
I believe Jews should stay 
in foe city but how can 1 
have opinions if I haven't 


seen it wifomy own eyes?” 

Sarah, 72, who would not 
give her second name, said: 
“It’s very sad. It remind me 
of foe British mandate 
when we Jews were under 
armed protection from Arab 
gangs. 

“I came to express soli- 
darity with the Palestinian 
people, and to show them 
that not all Jews are terror- 
ists." 


A long established company operating in 
Amman - Jordan has a vacancy for the 
following positions:- 

1- Mechanical engineer - 2 years experience. ; 

2- Electrical engineer - 2 years experience. 

Candidates should be of Jordanian 
nationality, with an excellent command of 
both Arabic and English and member of 
the Jordanian Engineers Association. j 

CV and all certificates to be sent to> 

i 

P.O. Box 851454. i 

Amman 11185 - Jordan. ! 

| Attention: The General Manager i 
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Critics attack Indonesian 
government on democracy 


JAKARTA (R) — An array 
of dissident figures and 
groups threw their weight 
behind beleaguered opposi- 
tion leader Megawati Su- 
karnoputri Saturday, accus- 
ing President Suharto's gov- 
ernment of stamping out its 
democratic rivals. 

Ms. Megawati, daughter 
of Indonesia's late founding 
President Sukarno, was ous- 
ted as the leader of the op- 
position Indonesian Democ- 
ratic Party (PDl) at a rebel 
congress last month which 
was backed by the govern- 
ment and the military. 

“Here, the showcase of 
power to divide PDI is 
played nakedly and trans- 
parently by the government. 
We protest against the gov- 
ernment's inteference in the 
PDI conflict, which has al- 
ready gone too far,” the dis- 
sidents, grouped into nine 
organisations, said in a peti- 
tion faxed to Reuters Satur- 
day. 

Those signing the petition 
include Ali Sadikin, a for- 
mer Jakarta governor, and 


Sukraawati Sukarnoputri, a 

daughter of Sukarno and 
sister to Ms. Megawati. 

The petition was signed 
Friday, the same day as 
State Secretary Murdiono 
confirmed that President 
Suharto planned to travel to 
Europe Sunday for a med- 
ical check-up. 

Rumours that he was ill 
sent a shudder through In- 
donesian markets and ana- 
lysts stud Saturday concerns 
would hang over regional 
stock and currency markets 
in the coming week. 

Resentment against Mr. 
Suharto's firm rule has 
smouldered in the wake of 
the PDI congress which 
elected a rival leader. De- 
puty Speaker of Parliament 
Suijadi, as chairman. 

Ms. Megawati opposed 
the congress and has re- 
fused to give up the party's 
headquarters, now guarded 
by hundreds of her support- 
ers. 

The congress was fol- 
lowed by violence, includ- 
ing street battles between 


more than 5,000 pro-Me- 
gawati activists and security 
forces on June 20 in which 
about 100 people from both 
sides were injured. 

The rival factions are now 
gearing for a legal show- 
down after Ms. Megawati 
this week filed a 51 trillion 
rupiah ($22 billion) lawsuit 
against the government and 
her opponents. 

Saturday's petition fol- 
lows a similar expression of 
support by a group of intel- 
lectuals, including the chair- 
man of the 30 million- 
strong Nahdlatul Ulama 
(NU) Muslim organisation, 
Abdurrahman Wahid, is- 
sued earlier this week. 

“Injustice and the power 
which has become more 
centralised and exclusive 
has created the culture of 
violence,” the group said in 
a statement. Also signing 
the statement were Bam- 
bang Trihantoro, a former 
chief of socio-political af- 
fairs in the armed forces, 
and M. Kharis Suhud, a for- 
mer parliament speaker. 


Mr. Wahid has said he 
would stand behind Ms. 
Megawati. 

Some political analysts 
say the government backed 
the rebels because it feared 
Ms. Megawati would draw 
votes from the ruling Gol- 
kar Party during elections 
next year and perhaps con- 
test the 1998 presidential 
election against six-term 
incumbent Suharto. 

Mr. Subano rose to power 
in the mid-1960s following 
an abortive coup bid blamed 
on the Communist Party. 

Diplomatic and political 
analysts have said Mr. Su- 
harto is under pressure to 
seek a seventh successive 
five-year term in 1998. 

The Christian-nationalist 
PDI is one of three parties, 
along with Golkar and the 
Muslim-oriented United 
Development Party (PPP), 
legally permitted to contest 
elections in Indonesia. 

Parliamentary elections 
are due by June next year. 


China rebuffs Taiwan call for talks 


BEUING (R) — China 
rebuffed Saturday a propos- 
al from rival Taiwan to 
resume long-suspended 
talks, saying the island must 
prove it is committed to the 
principle of a single China, 
but Taipei insisted negotia- 
tions come first. 

China's quasi-official As- 
sociation for Relations Ac- 
ross the Taiwan Strait that 
handles ties with Taiwan is- 
sued its response to Taipei's 
call in a note sent to its Tai- 
wan counterpart, the Straits 
Exchange Foundation. Fri- 
day. state media said. 

It repeated a June 22 state- 
ment in which the associa- 
tion told Taiwan to “take 
action without delay as the 
first step under the principle 
of one China to end the hos : 
tile situation, .between the 
two sides... and hold talks 
with us.” 

“Our association is will- 
ing to see the Taiwan side 
make a response to this 
above proposal at an early 
date. This is the most press- 
ing matter.” it said. 

Taiwan called on Beijing 
this week to start mutual 
visits across the strait by 
officials of the two organi- 
sations that handle talks in 
the absence of official ties, 
saying either side could 
make the first step. 

The semi-official talks 
began in 1993 amid a thaw 


in relations but have been 
suspended by Beijing since 
June 1995 when Taiwan 
President Lee Teng-Hui en- 
raged China with a high- 
profile but private visit to 
the United States. 

A furious Beijing cited 
that visit as evidence Mr. 
Lee wanted Taiwan's inde- 
pendence and not reunifica- 
tion with the mainland. 

It has demanded that Tai- 
wan offer concrete deeds, 
rather than words, ro prove 
it's commitment to eventual 
reunification. 

In Taiwan, senior officials 
said it was unlikely in the 
light of China's rebuff that 
talks could resume for some 
time. 

“In the near term, the 
cross-strait deadlock, espe- 
cially on talks, will not be 
easy to break through," Jan 
Jyh-Homg. a director of 
Taiwan's Mainland Affairs 
Council told state radio. 

Talks on an exchange of 
visits and ending hostility 
appeared to be impossible 
in the face of China’s de- 
mands, he said. 

However, as long as talks 
could get started “both sides 
can talk about the meaning 
of the controversial ‘one 
China' principle and even 
other political topics", the 
United Evening News quot- 
ed Shih Chi-Ping, deputy 
secretary-general of the 


Straits Exchange Founda- 
tion, as saying. 

"But the point is to re- 
sume talks fust," Mr. Shih 
said. 

A Taiwan negotiator said 
this week it was unlikely the 
talks would resume by the 
end of 1996. 

Beijing has regarded Tai- 
wan as a rebel province, not 
entitled to a state govern- 
ment or to international re- 
cognition. since the nation- 
alists fled to the island after 
losing China's civil war in 
1949. 

China has said Mr. Lee is 
merely paying lip service to 
his government's avowed 
goal of reunification with 
China and- is secretly push- 
ing the island toward inde- 
pendence. in! 

It has been enraged by 
Mr. Lee’s pursuit of “prag- 
matic diplomacy” — or 
unofficial visits to countries 
with which Taipei has no 
diplomatic ties that are 
intended to raise the island's 
international profile. 

Beijing rattled Taiwan 
with war games and missile 
tests in waters near the 
island in the run-up to the 
island's March 23 presiden- 
tial election in what Beijing 
acknowledged was a bid to 
intimidate Taiwan voters 
against independence. 


Indian premier hold talks in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR. India (AFP) 
— Indian Prime Minister 
H.D. Dove Gowda met with 
mainstream Muslim politi- 
cians here Saturday as a 
general strike to protest the 
premier’s visit to Kashmir 
gripped the troubled valley, 
witnesses said. 

Mr. Deve Gowda, who 
arrived here amid high se- 
curity, is the first Indian 
prime minister to tour Kash- 
mir since 1989 when Mus- 
lim militancy erupted in the 
frontier Himalayan region. 

The prime minister, who 
heads the coalition United 
Front government installed 
June 1, met with Kashmir’s 
six newly-elected MPs and 
40 other politicians for talks 
on the prospects of holding 
a state government election 
here, they said. 

“The prime minister is 
believed to have offered a 
package (of incentives) lo 
Kashmiris ahead of the pro- 
posed election in Kashmir.” 
a state government official 
said. 

Shops and businesses 
were shut and private vehi- 
cles went off the mads in 
Srinagar in response to a 
strike called by the Harkat- 
UJ Islamic Momnecn group, 
which denounced Mr, Dcve 
Gowda's visit. 

"The prime minister is 
visiting with the chief 
objective of forcing assem- 
bly elections.” said spokes- 
man Abdul Guni Lone of 
the Freedom Conference, 
which groups several Mus- 
lim political and militant 
groups. 

The Freedom Conference 
and a smaller group, the 
Jamiat-UI Mujahideen, 


called for protest demon- 
strations across the valley 
Saturday. 

India held national parlia- 
mentary elections in Kash- 
mir in May for the first time 
since 1989. Four of the 
state's six federal seats were 
won by the Congress (I) 
Party of former Prime Mi- 
nister P.V. Narasiraha Rao. 

The others went to the 
centrist Janata Dal (Peo- 
ple’s Party) of Mr. Deve 
Gowda and the Hindu Na- 
tionalist Bharatiya Janata 
(Indian People’s) Party. 

Despite the strike, offi- 
cials here say Kashmir, 
India's only Muslim-major- 
ity state, was ready for state 
assembly elections as many 
Kashmiris were fed up with 
the militancy which has 
destroyed the region's 
tourist trade. 

The polls are expected in 
September or October be- 
fore the onset of winter. 
Kashmir's pro-India Natio- 
nal Conference Party, which 
boycotted the federal polls, 
is expected to fight the state 
assembly election. 

Conference leader Farooq 
Abdullah, a former Kashmir 
chief minister, said that in 
his talks with Mr. Deve 
Gowda he put forward his 
party’s demand for inc- 
reased autonomy for Kash- 
mir. 

“We also demanded com- 
pensation for those who 
have been affected by the 
militancy in Kashmir.” he 
added. 

Earlier Saturday, the 63- 
year-old prime minister was 
received by army officials 
at a military base after he 
flew in on a helicopter and 


landed at the heavily-guard- 
ed airfield 35 kilometres (21 
miles) south of here. 

Indian authorities placed 
thousands of security men 
on alert in Srinagar — 
Kashmir's summer capital 
— after Muslim separatists 
called for the shutdown 
which paralysed life in the 
region. 

But there were no protests 
as Mr. Deve Gowda toured 
a military hospital packed 
with soldiers wounded in 
the running military cam- 
paign against Muslim guer- 
rillas. 

He also joined a motor- 
cade to reach the office of 
State Governor K.V. Krish- 
na Rao. Kashmir's chief 
administrator, for official 
talks, witnesses said. 

The prime minister also 
toured regions ravaged by 
floods that have left 43 peo- 
ple dead in the state. He will 
return to New Delhi on a 
special aircraft late Satur- 
day evening. 

Mr. Deve Gowda’s tour 
here is officially described 
as a visit to survey flood 
damage in Kashmir, but 
Muslim militants said he 
was preparing the ground to 
hold elections to the Kash- 
mir assembly for the first 
time since March 1987. 

The United Front govern- 
ment has promised inc- 
reased autonomy lo Kash- 
mir in a bid to end the sepa- 
ratist campaign which has 
left more than 12,000 peo- 
ple dead in the state since 
1989. 


Top U.S. 
aide upbeat 
on ties with 
Beijing 

BEUING (AFP) — U.S’. 
President Bill Clinton's top 
security advisor arrived in 
Beijing Saturday for a cru- 
cial visit aimed at patching 
up the recent rifts in Sino- 
U.S. relations and testing 
the waters for a bilateral 

s ummi t. 

National security advisor 
Anthony Lake, who is 
scheduled to hold high- 
level meetings with Chi- 
nese President Jiang Ze- 
min, Premier Li Peng. De- 
fence Minister Chi Haotian 
and Foreign Minister Qian 
Qi-chen. sounded an up- 
beat note on his arrival at 
Beijing International Air- 
port. 

“In the last two months 
we have made real progress 
in improving our relations 
as we have worked through 
issues regarding non-pro- 
liferation and Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR),” 
Mr. Lake told reporters. 

Washington has twice 
this year come extremely 
close to sanctioning Bei- 
jing for allegedly selling 
nuclear technology to Pa- 
kistan and for failing to 
crack down hard enough on 
rampant piracy of Ameri- 
can copyright materials. 

“There are still differ- 
ences between U.S. in 
areas such as human rights 
and non-proliferation and 
some trade issues, but we 
are making great progress,” 
said Mr. Lake, who will 
spend three full days in 
Beijing. 

All of Mr. Lake's top 
level meetings have been 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
with both the Chinese and 
U.S. sides declining to re- 
veal his itinerary for the 
first two days. 

However, he is expected 
to meet the head of China’s 
negotiating body with Tai- 
wan. 

Much to China's chagrin, 
Washington sent two air- 
craft carriers to the*Taiwan 
Strait in March as Chinese 
war games — aimed at 
frightening Taiwanese vot- 
ers away from pro-inde- 
pendence ideas — got 
underway. 

War-like rhetoric from 
China prompted Washing- 
ton to cancel an already- 
postponed visit by Defence 
Minister Chi Haotian and 
the episode threw difficult 
Sino-U.S. ties into further 
chaos. 

However, Mr. Lake 
pointed to the recent vote 
in Cong-ress on China’s 
Most-Favoured-Nation 
(MFNl trade status as evi- 
dence of an emerging unity 
in Wa-shington’s China 
policy. 

The “overwhelming sup- 
port” in Congress for re- 
newal of China's MFN, 
“shows that we are devel- 
oping in the United States a 
real consensus behind poli- 
cies of engagement with 
China,” Mr, Lake said. 



Flood victims in Dhaka are evacuated by boat for high ground. The floods, sweeping 
16 districts across the country have lolled 12 people and left thousands marooned 
(Reuter photo) 

Dhaka under threat as flood recedes 
in some Bangladeshi districts 


DHAKA (AFP) — Parts of 
central Bangladesh includ- 
ing the capital, Dhaka, are 
under threat of being flood- 
ed, officials said Saturday, 
although the situation is 
improving in the northeast 
of the country. 

Monsoon r ains might be 
“very active” again in next 
two days, Mohammad Alam 
Mia. an official at the Flood 
Information Centre said. 

More rain would worsen 
an already bad situation in 
Bangladesh, where up to 
72,000 people have been 
marooned or left homeless 
in one week from heavy 


rain and rushing hill water 
flowing down from the 
north of the country. 

The swelling Ganges Ri- 
ver crossed the danger mark 
Friday evening at Bhag- 
yakul, some 50 kilometres 
south of Dhaka. “If the wa- 
ter level continues to rise, 
low lying areas of Dhaka 
may be inundated in a day 
or two,” the flood centre 
said. 

However, officials said 
the situation in some of the 
16 districts ravaged by flash 
floods this week started 
improving, with lesser rains 
in the past two days in the 


northeastern region. But ri- 
vers, including the Brahma- 
putra and the Ganges, con- 
tinued to rise in the north of 
the country. 

No fresh flood deaths 
were reported Saturday. 
Earlier reports said six peo- 
ple, including three children 
were killed in the flooding. 

With 230 rivers running 
through this low-lying 
country. Bangladesh is 
plagued by annual floods. 
In 1988, more than 2.200 
people were killed by 
floods, the worst toll in 40 
years. 


Police ban Orange march in N. Ireland 


PORTADOWN, Northern 
Ireland (R) — Northern Ire- 
land police Saturday 
banned a controversial 
march by the Protestant 
Orange order through a Ca- 
tholic section of Portadown, 
setting the scene for a po- 
tential showdown between 
marchers and police. 

Sir Hugh Annesley. head 
of Northern Ireland *5 Royal 
Ulster Constabulary ^RUC), 
told a Belfast news confid- 
ence that allowing the 
Orange march through the 
Catholic Garvaghy Road 
area would cause serious 
public disorder. 

“I can’t see there is any- 
thing rational in leading an 
Orange parade down a road 
where it will receive signif- 
icant and sustained opposi- 
tion. Therefore we must try 
to keep both sides apart,” 
Sir Hugh said. 

His decision set the scene 
for a re-run of last year's 
parade which was punctuat- 
ed by clashes between thou- 
sands of Orange men and 
police trying to keep them 
away from the Garvaghy 
Road area of Portadown, 40 
kilometres south of Belfast 
‘Even at this late stage, it 
is not too late for accommo- 
dation to be reached. For 
the well-being of all con- 
cerned, I sincerely encour- 
age both sides to reappraise 
their stance in pursuit of a 
peaceful resolution.” he 


said. 

The Portadown march has 
become a trial of strength 
between Protestants, who 
want the province to stay 
British, and Catholic Irish 
nationalists who want reu- 
nification under Dublin's 
rule. 

Last year a token group of 
marchers were allowed 
down , the .Garyaghy. Road 
aftec-intecuention-by parlia-- 
mentarian David Trimble, 
whose action helped win 
him leadership of the Ulster 
Unionist Party, the main 
voice of pro-British Protes- 
tants. 

Sir Hugh acknowledged 
that whatever decision he 
took on the march it would 
be unpopular with one side. 
“We are damned if we do 
and we are damned if we 
don't”, he said. 

The decision was taken 
because of rising tension in 
Northern Ireland where a 
two-year peace process has 
fallen foul of a resumed war 
by Irish Republican Army 
guerrillas against British 
rule of the province. 

Thousands of police are 
expected to converge on 
Portadown early Sunday to 
prevent trouble. British ar- 
my units have also been 
seen patrolling the area, res- 
idents said. 

The predominantly Pro- 
testant area has been fes- 
tooned with red. white and 


blue bunting and Britain’s 
Union Jack flag to mark one 
of the most cherished dates 
in the Protestant calendar. 

The Portadown parade is 
the penultimate showpiece 
in the Orange “marching 
season” which culminates 
on July 12 with marches 
and bonfires marking the 
1690 victory by King Wil- 
liam of Orange over the 
invading Catholic monarch 
King James II. 

Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the IRA, says such 
marches are triumphalist 
and inappropriate and insult 
Irish nationalists in the 40 
per cent Catholic minority. 

The Orange Order says 
such parades are a celebra- 
tion of their birthright and 
are not a threat to security 
or meant to intimidate. 

The Orange Order, a 200- 
year-old fiercely pro-British 
organisation, warned police 
all this week that it was 
determined to go ahead with 
the original plan for its 
Portadown parade, as it has 
done for several years. 

Sir Hugh's decision will 
allow the Orange marchers 
to parade from the centre of 
Portadown to a church ser- 
vice in the nearby village of 
Drumcree but will bar them 
from returning to Porta- 
down through the Garvaghy 
Road area. 


Germany issues warrant over 
IRA bombing of British base 


BONN (R) — Germany has 
launched a hunt for 

Mike,” “Mark” and red- 
haired “Beth” — three of 
the Irish Republican Army 
flRA) squad believed to 
have carried out last week’s 
attack on a British military 
base. 

An arrest warrant named 
the top suspect as Michael 
Robert Dickson, a 31 -year- 
old British citizen who rent- 
ed a holiday home where 
mortar bombs were pre- 
pared before being fired ai a 
British army barracks, in 
Osnabrueck on June 28. 

German investigators re- 
leased his picture and des- 
cription — stocky build, 
168 cm (five feet six inches) 
tall, brown eyes, blond hair. 
It said that he spoke Ger- 
man and was known as 
“Mike.” 

"Strong evidence has been 
uncovered that the suspect 
is a member of a provision- 
al Irish Republican Army 
active service unit of at least 
five people which was 
responsible for the mortar 
attack on Quebec Barracks, 
Osnabrueck,” said a state- 


ment issued by the German 
Federal Prosecutors Office. 

A spokesman for prosecu- 
tors told Reuters that the 
suspect identified as 
Dickson was believed to be 
the leader of the IRA group. 
It said he left the continent 
Sunday heading back for 
Northern Ireland! 

No one was injured in the 
attack on the barracks but 
cars and buildings were 
damaged. The home-made 
mortar bombs were 
launched from a van which 
investigators found nearby. 

It was the IRA's first 
attack on the European con- 
tinent since before the 17- 
month ceasefire the guerril- 
las scrapped in February. 

Police also appealed for 
public help in finding a man 
and a woman, believed to 
be Dickson's accomplices. 

The man known as 
“Mark” was aged 20 to 25. 
tall and slim with dark wavy 
hair and dark brown eyes. 
The woman, “Beth”, was 
aged 20 to 25, up to 160 cm 
(five feet three inches) tall, 
slim with red hair. Police 
released photo-fit pictures 


of both. 

The statement said 
Dickson had rented the hol- 
iday home hideout near 
Oldenburg in northern Ger- 
many from June 15 to 28. It 
was discovered by investi- 
gators Monday. 

The prosecutors' state- 
ment said Dickson was the 
owner and registered user of 
a white Rover car and hired 
two of the vehicles be- 
lieved to have been used to 
plan and carry out the 
bombing. 

They were a green truck 
which covered about 700 
kilometres from June 24 to 
26 and a small green Mer- 
cedes van which was re- 
turned to the company on 
the night before the bomb- 
ing. 

Investigators have found 
three more vehicles which 
they believed had been used 
by the IRA group. One of 
them, a van, was brought by 
ferry to the French port of 
Le Havre from Ireland 
along with the van used to 
carry out the attack. 


Judge orders 
autopsy on 
Menem’s son 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) 
— A judge ordered Friday 
that an autopsy be carried 
out on the remains of 
President Carlos Menem's 
son Carlos, who died in a 
1995 helicopter crash that 
his mother insists was not 
an accident. Judge Carlos 
Vtilafuerte issued die order 
after repeated appeals by 
the president's ex-wife 
Zulema Yoma, mother of 
the deceased. Ms. Yoma 
has insisted that the crash 
in which her son died while 
at the controls of die chop- 
per was not an accident but ' 
an attack. The incident 
took place near the city of 
Ramallo north of Buenos 
Aires. Authorities have 
said the crash was an acci- 
dent. The autopsy is to be 
performed July 12 at the 
National Academy of Me- 
dicine. 

Chimpanzee 
proves stock 
market winner 

WARSAW (R) — A chim- 
panzee from the Krakow 
Zoo earned a 10 per cent 
return on a three-month 
investment choosing stocks 
on the Warsaw Bourse, 
beating a respectable local 
brokerage, the daily Gazeta 
Wyborcza reported Wed- 
nesday. At the start of the 
second quarter in April the 
chimp, Karolina, chose 
five tangerines from more 
than 70 bearing the names 
of firms on the exchange’s 
main market. Karolina’s 
portfolio beat the return on 
treasury bonds, a bank 
deposit, the dollar and p ar- 
ticipation certificates in 
Poland's National Invest- 
ment Fund (NFI) mass pri- 
vatisation programme. Ka- 
rolina's choice also beat 
those of a Wyborcza read- 
er. who earned 3.9 per cent 
and chose of Krakow-based 
Magnus Brokerage, which 
earned 7.5 per cent. “Our 
defeat was caused by the 
democratic . . « method 
throug h which' six employ- 
ees of our anafysis^depart-' 
ment chose stocks, among 
other things,” Wyborcza 
quoted Magnus's Pawel 
Hominski as saying. But 
Karolina trailed five other 
analysts and brokerages as 
well as the main market's 
Wig Index, which rose by 
19 per cent. She was stung 
by her choice of construc- 
tion firm Espebepe, which 
fell 35.1 per cent over the 
period after drastically 
revising down its 1995 
earnings report 

Briton fined for 
stealing London 
pigeons 

LONDON (R) — A young 
Briton has been fined £475 
($700) for stealing pigeons 
from Trafalgar Square in 
central London. Jason 
Lidbury, 18, was told by 
magistrates he was threat- 
ening one of the capital’s 
most popular tourist attrac- 
tions. Lidbury put up to 40 
of the birds in a box at a 
time, a London court was 
told Monday. Police arrest- 
ed him in the square in 
March, when be said be 
was hoping to sell them to 
his uncle, who kept racing 
pigeons. 

Shocking divorce 
for would-be 
husband 

PARIS (AFP) — A French 
electrician hoping to get 
married received a shock 
when he learned he was not 
only already wed but also 
divorced, the daily Le Pa- 
ris! en reported Satur-day. 
The 30-year-old popped 
into his local town hall in 
Paris to find a copy of the 
birth certificate he needed 
for the nuptials when he 
discovered he had, in fact, 
already tied the knot Not 
only had he got married in 
1990. he had been divorced 
three years later and his 
wife, also 30, was living 
south of Paris. Police 
detained her last week and 
found she was indeed 
legally married, but to a 
man who had usurped die 
identity of the electrician. 

Le Pmisien said she wed to 
acquire French nationality 
and both she and her hus- 
band had been questioned 
by police. 
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Shanghai cyclists make their way along flooded streets. Heavy rain in 
dead and thousands homeless (Renter photo) 


China have left over 250 people 


China floods engulf 5th province; troops on alert 


BEIJING (R) — Villagers 
across southern China 
worked to rebuild their 
homes Saturday and rep- 
lanted crops washed away 
by some of the worst floods 
in ■ more than a century 
while hundreds of thou- 
sands of troops and militia 
stood guard- 

Tai wan’s Red Cross was 
sending $200,000 in emer- 
gency aid, while the Red 
Cross Society of China has 
donated 400.000 yuan 
($48,000) to five flood- 
stricken provinces where at 
least 253 people were killed 
and tens of thousands left 
homeless. 

Damage across the four 
southern provinces of Gui- 
zhou, Zhejiang, Anhui and 
Jiangxi had surpassed $2.0 
billion and many areas 
faced a bleak harvest with 
newly-planted rice and com 
seedlings washed away by 
the raging waters and 1.35 
milhoo: hectares (3.3.>jaul? ; 

hqn'acresfrswamped.-.,"" 1 ^ ' 


The Ministry of Civil 
Affairs said China would 
not appeal for international 
aid but would accept assis- 
tance. 

In central Hubei province, 
torrential storms had caused 
flooding in 320 villages and 
towns, damaging about 
30.000 houses and killing 
16 people, most of whom 
died when their homes col- 
lapsed, an official of the 
provincial anti-flood and 
drought office said. 

More than 120,000 people 
had been sent to restore 
about 41 highways that had 
been cut, he said. 

Officials in neighbouring 
Jiangxi said government 
officials were helping 
organise farmers in the 
province to rebuild homes 
swept away by the flash 
floods that followed torren- 
tial storms across southern 
China since last weekend. 

More than 500,000 troops 
and local militia had been 
mobilised in southwestern 


Guizhou to help with rescue 
work and as a frontline to 
stand guard along river 
embankments and dykes in 
case of more flooding, the 
Liberation Army Daily said. 

Flood control officials in 
Guizhou said the floods 
would reduce harvests this 
year, but added that farmers 
were already racing to re- 
plant rice and com seed- 
lings or to replace the crops 
with sweet potatoes. 

At least 3,708 people had 
been injured and tens of 
thousands left homeless af- 
ter the collapse of 211,000 
houses in four provinces. As 
many as 15 million people 
had been affected and 
560,000 evacuated. 

Flood waters were starting 
to recede as the rain stopped 
and People’s Liberation Ar- 
my troops and workers were 
rebuilding roads and restor- 
ing communications. 

In Qimen county in cen- 
tral 'Anhui, residents ' had 
barely time to run frtim their 


homes before flash floods 
swept through whole vil- 
lages, one local official 
said. 

He described storms early 
this week that dumped 400- 
700 mm in five days as the 
worst since 1824. 

Vast inland lakes covered 
many areas and villages 
were marked by roof tiles 
breaking the surface, be 
said, adding that torrents 
with a speed of 3,500 tonnes 
per second had engulfed 
some villages. At least 39 
people were killed. 

In Guizhou, storms 
dumped 291 mm of rain on 
the province in just two 
days — a record since 1921 
— and floods and landslides 
had killed at least 136 peo- 
ple. 

Troops had rescued more 
than 100.000 people strand- 
ed by the rushing waters. 
More than 17,000 bouses 
collapsed and 10,000. peo- 
ple left homeless were shel- 
ter&guh schools: ; ■ 


Tajikistan opposition leader 
denies losing strategic town 


TEHRAN (AFP; — A 
leader of the Tajik Islamic 
opposition denied here Sa- 
turday losing the strategic 
central town of Tavil-Dara 
to government forces. 

Akbar Tuijanzadeh, the 
deputy-head of Tajikistan's 
National Islamic Move- 
ment, said the rebels were 
still holding the town, situ- 
ated 200 kilometres east of 
the capital Dushanbe, after 
capturing it almost two 
months ago. 

‘This is a mere lie. 
Government forces tried but 
failed to even capture an 
inch of Tavil-Dara,” he told 
Iran’s Islamic Republic 
news agency (IRNA). 

Mr. Tuijanzadeh. who is 
based in Tehran, said rebels 
had killed 700 government 
troops and captured 513 
others in the latest fighting. 

A spokesman for the Tajik 


presidency, Zafar Saidov, 
said Friday that the town 
was again in government's 
hand after the Defence and 
Interior Ministry forces of 
the neo-Communist regime 
launched an offensive Mon- 
day. 

He said some isolated 
exchanges of fire were con- 
tinuing in the town, but that 
most of the rebel forces had 
been driven from Tavil-Da- 
ra. 

The Tajik opposition, 
which has launched regular 
attacks from bases in neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan ever 
since it was chased from 
power in 1992, took Tavil- 
Dara on May 12 in an attack 
which drew condemnation 
from the U.N. Security 
Council. 

More than 60 government 
troops were killed in that 
offensive, and since then 


fierce clashes have sporadi- 
cally flared in the region. 

Tajikistan, one of the poo- 
rest of the former Soviet re- 
publics, has been tom apart 
by war since neo-Com- 
munist leader ' Emomaii 
Rakhmonov seized power 
in December 1992, toppling 
a coalition of Islamic and 
democratic forces. 

A ceasefire agreement 
concluded in Tehran in 
1994 has been violated on 
numerous occasions. 

Talks between the Du- 
shanbe regime and opposi- 
tion representatives are due 
to resume Monday in the 
Turkmen capital Ashkha- 
bad. 

Mr. Tuijanzadeh said des- 
pite the fighting his move- 
ment was “committed to 
peace” and would take part 
in the talks. 


Charles, Diana set to agree on divorce 


! * 


LONDON (R) — Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana 
look set to agree an end to 
their 15-year marriage as 
earlv as nexi week. 

After 10 weeks of bitter 
wrangling. Prince Charles 
is believed to have made a 
“clean break” offer of up to 
£20 million (S30 million) to 
the glamorous princess he 
manied in a fairytale wed- 
ding that turned sour. 

Sources close to the 
estranged couple say they 
could reach agreement and 
make a joint statement 
Monday, ending one of the 
sorriest" chapters in the his- 
tory of the House of 
Windsor. 

Princess Diana's lawyer 
Anthony Julius discussed 
Prince Charles' offer with 
her Friday and the ball is 
now in Princess Diana’s 
court. If she accepts, the 
marriage could be annulled 
within two months. 

“Proper consideration will 
be given to the proposals 
that have been made,” Mr. 
Julius told reporters. 

Both sides refused to 
comment on the details but 
Prince Charles was said to 
have preferred making a 
“drip feed” annual 


allowance offer. Princess 
Diana stuck to her demand 
for a lump sum. 

If Prince Charles offers a 
multimillion pound settle- 
ment, then he will either 
need help from his mother, 
Queen Elizabeth, or a loan 
from the bankers of his 
Duchy of Cornwall. 

Mutual mistrust abounded 
in the divorce negotiations, 
denting the popularity of 
the monarchy. The queen 
had urged the couple to 
agree to a speedy end to 
their failed marriage. 

Prime Minister John 
Major, echoing the views of 
many Britons, said: “I think 
everyone will be happy 
when this matter is satisfac- 
torily concluded. * 

Princess Diana, who will 
spend the weekend mulling 
Prince Charles' offer, is 
expected to keep her 
Kensington Palace home in 
London and be given an 
allowance to run her own 
private office. 

One sticking point could 
be her tide — Princess 
Diana is said to be keen soil 
I0 be called Her Royal 
Highness while the queen is 
apparently reluctant to 
agree. 


Princess Diana has been 
separated from the 47-year- 
old heir to the throne for 
more than two years. Under 
English law, the couple can 
divorce on the grounds of 
this two-year separation. 

Princess Diana and Prince 
Charles would continue to 
share equal access to their 
sons. Prince William and 
Prince Harry. However bit- 
ter the break, she will 
always remain an important 
member of the royal family 
because she is the mother of 
the future King Wiliam. 

Princess Diana, 35, has 
said she wants to be an 
unofficial ambassador for 
Britain and whar she termed 
a “queen of people's 
hearts." 

Divorce would not affect 
Prince Charles' right to be 
king but he would be the 
first royal for 280 years to 
take the throne as a 
divorced man. He has said 
he has no intention of mar- 
rying his mistress, the 
divorcee Camilla Parker 
Bowles. 


N. Zealand’s 
Ruapehu 
grumbles to 
life again 

WELLINGTON (R) — 
Mount Ruapehu in the cen- 
tre of New Zealand’s North 
Island grumbled back to 
life Saturday in a spectacu- 
lar eruption of ash and 
steam, prompting a new 
danger warning for aircraft. 

But skiers on one side of 
the mountain ignored the 
ash cloud that stained a 
brilliant sky as the Wh aka- 
papa Ski Field opened for 
the winter season. 

However, the Turoa Ski 
Field on the other side was 
closed as ash covered the 
snow. 

And vulcanologists re- 
fused to upgrade die warn- 
ing status to level three on 
the five-point scale after 
dropping it back to level 
two 1 Friday. 

The Civil Aviation Au- 
thority extended its flight 
danger area around the 
mountain. 

CAA spokesman Martyn 
Gosling said in a statement 
that the new area was a 
result of eruptions this 
morning which sent ash 
plumes to 30.000 feel 
1 10,000 metres). 

The new danger area cov- 
ers an area east of the 
mountain over most of the 
North Island, to the north- 
ern part of the South 
Island. 

Some provincial airports 
were closed. 

The last moderate-sized 
ash eruption was on June 
27. 

Dr. Ian Naim, a vulcanol- 
ogist with the Institute of 
Geological and Nuclear 
Science, said the moun- 
tain’s behaviour this morn- 
ing was consistent with the 
level two alert. 

“The activity is similar to 
that earlier in the week. 
The difference is that with 
the better weather people 
can see it," 

The mountain, which 
erupted spectacularly in 
September last year, had 
been quiet until last month 
when it returned to life, 
covering large swathes of 
the North Island with ash. 


Russian Communists seek 
new role after defeat at polls 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian Communists and 
their allies met for a post 
mortem and strategy talks 
Saturday after the defeat of 
their presidential candidate 
Gennady Zyuganov, as the 
Kre mlin prepared to form a 
new government. 

The talks were expecred 
to include a debate on whe- 
ther to Join a new govern- 
ment led by current Prime 
Minister Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin, who was confirmed 
in his post after Wednes- 
day’s election, in which 
President Boris Yeltsin beat 
Mr. Zyuganov by 13 per 
cent. 

Mr. Zyuganov said his 
“Popular Patriotic Bloc” — 
an alliance of more than 200 
organisations spearheaded 
by the Communist Party — 
would not join the govern- 
ment if it continued “pursu- 
ing its old course,” the 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. 

He said the initiatives he 
put forward before the sec- 
ond round run-off election 
served as the basis for a 
possible coalition. 

Before his election defeat, 
Mr. Zyuganov called for a 
coalition government made 
up equally of his followers, 
the present government and 
representatives of other 
groups in parliament. 

In a victory address to the 
nation, Mr. Yeltsin appealed 
for reconciliation, hinting 
that fee Communists might 
be invited to join a new 
government 

“In the new team, there 
will be room for everybody. 
Let’s not divide the country 
into victors and defeated,” 
he said. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin ruled 
out a formal coalition with 
the opposition, saying there 
could not be a working gov- 
ernment “when everyone is 
{^endin^. the' : ^ of 

'Berthe did nor 'explirktly 
reject the idea of giving 
portfolios to Communists, 
insisting only that the new 



Alexander Lebed, President Boris Yeltsin's national security adviser and secretary of 
the Security Council, answers questions from reporters after his visit to the Russian 
Ministry of Emergency Situations. Saturday. Gen. Lebed paid a visit to the ministry 
to check its readiness (Reuter photo.) 


government, to be named 
soon, must consist of “pro- 
fessionals'' prepared to 
work hard. 

Mr. Zyuganov said after 
the election that “if the gov- 
ernment is professional and 
honest I could enter it” but 
added that there would be 
no moves until Mr. Cherno- 
myrdin’s future policies 
were clearer. 

Alexander Rutskoi, head 
of the left wing nationalist 
Derzhava Movement fa- 
voured joining the govern- 
ment Saturday. 

“If government posts are 
offered we must go to 
work," ITAR-TASS quoted 
him as saying. 

Anatoly Lukyanov, a 
senior Co mmuni st Party 
member, told the Interfax 
News Agency that Mr. Zyu- 
ganov’s leftwing alliance 
• “will continue 1 the fight-ta 
’ create a coaHtitir/’- govern-' 
■ merit of natfonaf trust which 
f reflects the interests' 'of all 
layers of society.” 

“In a country split in two, 
where 40 per cent of voters 


— 30 million people — 
supported the left wing 
bloc, one party or one pres- 
ident alone cannot resolve 
the problems facing Rus- 
sia,” he said. 

There has been growing 
speculation that after Mr. 
Zyuganov's defeat some 
members of his party may 
push to abandon the name 
“Communist.” 

However, Mr. Lukyanov, 
one of the alleged master- 
minds behind the abortive 
hardline coup in August 
1991 against then Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorba- 
chev, rejected such sugges- 
tions. 

“As long as I live I will 
oppose that, because Com- 
munists of the new genera- 
tion have no reason to be 
ashamed of their past or 
repent to anybody,” he said. 

Mr. Zyuganov" raeihwtiile 
told' the" daDy ' Komsomol-- 
sfcaya Pravda that “one per- 
son alone cannot decide on 
the party’s name — there is 
the party presidium, a 


plenum, a congress.” 

As Mr. Zyuganov’s sup- 
porters mulled over strate- 
gy, the- Kremlin was facing 
a potential conflict over 
division of powers between 
Mr. Chernomyrdin and the 
National Security Advisor 
Alexander Lebed, as well as 
a dangerous budget short- 
fall. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said 
urgent measures were need- 
ed to redress a total shortfall 
of 75 trillion rubles ($15 
billion) in the federal and 
regional budgets. 

He also bluntly insisted 
that he would not relinquish 
any of his powers to Gen. 
Lebed, Mr. Yeltsin’s new 
security supremo, who has 
given himself a broad remit 
including economic securi- 
ty. 

Gen. Lebed, a popular 
retired general who came 
third iift&d'&Stround of Uriel 
elecfibri§r"has' called ’ for 
tighter coftfrpls over exports' 
of raw rtiatSWals and has' 
accused oil and gas bosses 
of massive profiteering- 


Is Your Family 



They Deserve? 


The Balsam health protection plan 
from Al-N isr- Al- Arabi Insurance 
Company provides comprehensive 
coverage throughout Jordan with an 
effective network of hospitals and 
clinics. 

In-patient and Out-patient 
treatment for your loved ones can 
cost as little as 1 JD a day, with 
coverage up to JD 25,000 per 
member. 

For more information, 
please call 700980. 





Al-Nisr Al-Arabi Insurance Co. Ltd. You're In Safe Hands. 
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Bridging the gap 


IN WHAT could be a breaking point in the 
relationship between the opposition and the 
government of Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti since it assumed office in February, 
the Islamic Action Front (IAF) yesterday 
launched its fiercest criticism of the Cabinet 
The IAF accused the government of following 
policies that are not conducive to the 
betterment of the economic situation, the 
democratic process and ties with other Arab 
countries. The largest opposition group at 
Parliament went as far as threatening to call 
for a no confidence session in the Lower House 
if the prices of bread were raised. 

The IAF accusations, which came in a 
statement released during a press conference, 
indicate that the initial success of Mr. Kabariti 
in easing the tension that had developed 
between the opposition and previous 
governments is now fading. That success was 
one of the strongest achievements of the 
Cabinet which took office at a sensitive time 
and had to deal with a number of difficult 
situations both domestically and externally. 
The obvious setback to that success as indicated 
in the IAF statement means that something has 
gone wrong. 

The opposition might not be basing its reaction 
to the possible lifting of subsidy on bread on a 
scientific study of the reasons behind such a 
difficult decision. While the opposition is 
warning the government not to raise the prices 
of bread, it is not offering any alternative to 
dealing with the economic crisis that is pushing 
for such a decision. Such a stand cannot serve 
the national ..interest of the country. The 
government' is offering a programme for the 
(Jilting of ihe subsidy In a way that would 
minimise 4ts impact on the citizens. The 
opposition should either offer a better 
programme or accept the government plan 
that was made inevitable by economic 
constraints. 

The other accusations the IAF made regarding 
public freedoms and the democratic process 
require an answer from the government. The 
government won the confidence of the House 
on a policy statement that pledged complete 
abidance by the law and genuine efforts to 
strengthen the democratic process. The IAF 
claims the government has not lived up to its 
promises. Accordingly, the government needs 
to respond to these accusations. If they are true, 
then the government must take' action to 
redress the situation. If they are not true, the 
people are entitled to know. But most 
importantly, the executive authority should 
proceed with efforts to make public work more 
transparent. It must also institutionalise the 
mechanisms through which it has, as it says, 
been fighting corruption, violations of the law 
and abuse of office. The government, for 
example, says that it has been fighting 
corruption but without fanfare because of a 
number of factors such as the lack of evidence 
that can stand in a court of law in some cases. 
But these efforts will not achieve the goal of 
minimising corruption to the lowest possible 
level unless a process for doing so is 
institutionally put in place. 

Beyond the economic situation, whose 
improvement depends on factors that are 
beyond the ability of any government, domestic 
and external factors allow for a more relaxed 
relation between the government and the 
opposition. On the Arab front, relations are 
improving with Syria and the Gulf states, have 
already improved with the Palestine National 
Authority and Egypt while tension with Iraq is 
easing. Domestically, the government initially 
succeeded in laying the ground for positive 
dialogue and cooperation with the various 
institutions and groups of society. That is a 
situation that can only serve the interests of the 
Kingdom and its people. It should not be 
allowed to change and what has gone wrong 
must be addressed before the gap becomes- too 
wide. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al RaT daily Saturday accused Israel of 
seeking excuses regarding its national security to justi- 
fy its behaviour at the regional and international levels. 
Mufid Nahleh said that die Israelis arc trying to escape 
front the commitments of implementing the Oslo deals 
with the Palestinians by filling the air with apprehen- 
sions about the resistance actions which thev call ter- 
rorist acts; * . ' 


A WRITER for Al Dustour Saturday discussed ongoing 
Syrian efforts towards reconciliations with Arab coun- 
tries. Tahcr Adwan said that one is encouraged by 
Damascus’ drive to end hostility between Iran, on tire 
one hand, and Egypt and Bahrain, on the other; and its 
endeavours to mend fences with Jordan and Palestine. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


An Israeli breach in the peace treaty 


ONE OF the most important achievements of the peace 
treaty between Jordan and Israel, concluded in Wadi 
Araba on Oct. 10, 1994, is the assumed restoration of 
Jordan’s fair share of water, at a time when the water 
needs of the country far exceed what is annually avail- 
able. 

In this respect, one of the gains that Jordan realised was 
50 million cubic metres of water from additional sources, 
to be identified and agreed upon within one year from the 
date the treaty entered into effect. 

According to the treaty, Jordan has the full right to 

receive an annual amount of SO mem of additional water, 
starting Ocl 26, 1995, at which time Israel should have 
determined its source. However, nothing has been done so 
far and the question of whether the Israeli side would 
honour or ignore this commitment remains open and trig- 
gers another question about Jordan's possible response to 
this serious breach in the treaty, only one year after its 
conclusion. 

To document the above state of affairs, it is useful to 
consult the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty's Annex No. 2 
titled “Water Related Matters’', and in particular the 
annex ’s first article, “Allocations", under which there is a 
paragraph labelled “Additional Water” from where I 
quote: 

“Jordan and Israel shall cooperate in finding sources for 
the supply to Jordan of an additional quantity of 50 mil- 
lion cubic metres a year of water of drinkable standards. 
To this end, the joint Water Committee will develop, 
within one year from the enny into force of the Treaty, a 
plan for the supply to Jordan of the above mentioned 


additional water: This plan will be forwarded to the 
respective governments for discussion and derision." 

What we have now is a clear breach of contract by the 
Israeli side. This breach started eight months ago and con- 
tinued throughout the tenure of the Labour government 
led by Shimon Peres. 

It still goes on, under the Likud government of 
Benyamin Netanyahu who, in all fairness, hasn’t had yet 
the time to right the wrong and remove the discrepancy, if 
that is his intention. 

When the Jordan-Tsrael peace treaty was signed, in late 
1994, some opposed to the treaty claimed that Jordan did 
not recover all its fair share of water from Yarmouk and 
Jordan rivers. On the other hand, there were official assur- 
ances that Jordan did in fact recover all its water rights 
which Israel previously seized. The problem that arises 
now is that even if Jordan got a verbal Israeli recognition 
of its water rights, the Israeli side failed so far to honour 
its commitments, which is a serious situation that cannot 
be met with silence. 

Giving up one drop of Jordanian water is equivalent to 
giving up Jordanian soil. Both are categorically unaccept- 
able. The treaty between Jordan and Israel is not merely a 
non-binding draft or a letter of intent. It is an internation- 
al final and precise contract, which must be respected and 
carried out to tire letter. There is no place for compromise. 

An Arabic version of this article, to be published in Al 
Ra’i newspaper, will serve as a notice to our Jordanian 
people that there is a serious breach in the peace treaty 
and that Jordan’s water rights are in jeopardy. 


A good day in Russia 


By G wynne Dyer 


THEY DID not postpone 
or cancel the election, they 
did not rig it, and in the end 
the Russians showed 
remarkable maturity for 
novice democrats. They 
held their noses and voted 
for Boris Yeltsin rather 
than let the Communists 
back in. In terms of 
enabling the world to make 
it into die next century 
without losing all the past 
decade’s gains for peace 
and justice, Russia’s voters 
have more than made up 
for last month’s failure of 
nerve by Israeli voters. 

We have been spared an 
embittered, xenophobic, 
anti-Semitic regime for 
unreconstructed 
Communists4^ey were so 
inept and out of touch with 
reality that their rule would 
have collapsed in a few 
years, but they would prob- 
ably have left Russia in 
bloody chaos. 

“It is an open secret that 
the imperialist circles are 
eagerly awaiting the time 
when they will be dealing 
with a Russia that has been 
torn apart and bled dry,” 
Communist leader 

Gennady Zyuganov told a 
party conference last 
January. His spin doctors 
tried to make him look 
modem and moderate, but 
he was the genuine article: 
an unreforared Stalinist 
who combined economic 
illiteracy with the worst 
kind of great Russian ultra- 
nationalism. 

What we all get instead, 
of course, is the tottering, 
perhaps dying figure of 
President Boris Yeltsin. 
But he was definitely the 
lesser of two evils, and the 
election campaign had a 
very positive effect on his 
policies. Jn order to round 
up the necessary votes, he 
had to take steps and accept 
allies that he previously 
shunned. 

In ..larch, Mr. Yeltsin 
finally signed a decree 


allowing Russians to buy 
and sell land, a measure fiir 
more important for the 
average Russian than the 
privatisation of industry. In 
April, he began a pull-out 
of Russian troops from 
Chechenya, where 40,000 
people have been killed by 
his needless war — and his 
new partner, ex-General 
Alexander Lebed, will hold 
him to it. “I am the man 
who can stop the war,” Mr. 
Lebed said last September, 
and be probably can. 


u In terms of 
enabling ike 
world to make it 
into the next 
century without 
losing all the 
past decade’s 
gains for peace 
and justice , 
Russia’s, voters 
have more than 
made up for last 
month’s failure 
of nerve by 
Israeli voters.” 


In May, Mr. Yeltsin 
declared that conscription 
would be phased out in 
Russia over the next four 
years, and that capital pun- 
ishment would be abol- 
ished. And after the first 
round of voting, he fired 
the hardliners in his 
entourage — men like 
chief bodyguard Alexander 
Korzhakov, national secu- 
rity director Mikhail 


Barsukov, and Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev — 
who were widely suspected 
of plotting against democ- 
racy. 

That bloodless massacre 
was necessary in order to 
add the 15 per cent of votes 
won by Ml Lebed in the 
first round to Yeltsin’s own 
35 per cent. That was the 
vital margin that gave Mr. 
Yeltsin victory in the sec- 
ond round. Bat it also gave 
him Alexander Lebed as a 
de facto deputy president, 
and as potential successor 
If Mr. Yeltsin does not live 
out his present term (which 
he may not). So now we 
get to fret about Mr. 
Lebed’s democratic cre- 
dentials instead _ ; . 

“It is not the ggaexals 
who are running for'fiffib- 
tion that you have to worry 
about, it is the ooes who 
are not,” Mr. Lebed is wont 
to rumble in his impossibly 
bass voice, and it seems a 
fair comment 

Mr. Yeltsin is 65. Ml 
L ebed is only 46, but the 
point about Russia is that 
nobody in a position of 
power — indeed, nobody 
over 30 — spent his forma- 
tive years in a democratic 
environment They are all 
learning as they go along, 
and few of them have mas- 
tered the art of political 
correctness. But it does not 
make them all potential 
dictators. 

Mr. Lebed does not 
admire Mr. Yeltsin. When 
be quit drinking a few 
years ago, he remarked: 
“There should be at least 
one man in Russia who is 
sober." But he is a sensible 
patriot not a rabid one, 
and be certainly under- 
stands that the present 
painful economic changes 
must continue. “Without a 
market and private proper- 
ty, people work much 
worse," he recently told the 
newspaper Tnid. 

And the worst is probably 
post in terms of economic 
pain. “The only thing we 


have achieved in these five 
years is that these elections 
took place” Mr. Lebed 
said on Russia television 
last month, but in fact Mr. 
Yeltsin's new government 
inherits a rapidly improv- 
ing situation. The runaway 
inflation is past, the ruble 
has more or less stabilised, 
and Russia has built, up a 
strong trade surplus. 

National output has 
almost halved since 1990, 
but much of the lost pro- 
duction was in the old mil- 
itary-industrial complex. 
This year the economy 
may finally start to grow 
again — and over 80 per 
cent of industrial workers 
now work in private enter- 
prises. , 

This . ip still' a ' country 
with twfte'Germany’s pop- 
ulation, and its citizens are 
just as well-educated. It has 
immense resources. 

Much of its production 
was wasted by the old 
Communist system, but 
Russia is still potentially a 
great country and a great 
power. Given stability at 
the centre, the next five 
years are likely to see it 
reemerge on the worid 
stage, and to start provid- 
ing its own citizens with a 
decent living. 

“Given stability at the 
centre” — but can Russia 
now count on that? 
Probably yes. Because Mr. 
Yeltsin has had to take 
aboard powerful allies who 
will curb the worst of his 
excesses, crack down on 
the corruption and enforce 
a more predictable eco- 
nomic policy. 

And if Mr. Yeltsin dies? 
Then there would have to 
be a Dew presidential elec- 
tion. But Mr. Lebed is now 
the heir apparent, and in a 
couple of years' time he 
could easily win against a 
Communist opposition 
whose demographic base, 
strongly tilted towards the 
elderly, is literally dying 
off. Russia is a much better 
bet than it looks 


No turning back 



in the Middle East 


Following is the editorial of 
June 25, 1996. issue of the 
Economist. 


AMERICA'S hand in the 
■ Middle East has, more often 
than not, been helpful to 
those who live there. People 
speak, or at least spoke, of a 
pax Americana: the United 
States threw Iraq out of 
Kuwait; stayed on to pro- 
tect fee Gulf states from 
Iraqi and Iranian trouble- 
making; guided Israel and 
the Arab states into, or 
towards, peace. But now, in 
Saudi Arabia, the kindly 
hand has been savagely bit- 
ten. 

The huge bomb that on 
June 25th blew up part of 
the King Abdul Aziz air 
base in Dbahran on the east 
coast of Saudi Arabia was 
aimed at Americans and hit 
its target squarely: 19 

Ameri can servicemen were 
killed and over 300 people 
(mainly Saudis, 

Bangladeshis and 

Americans) wounded. The 
suspected terrorists are 
thought to be radical 
Isl amis ts, many of them 
Saudis who fought the 
Russians in Afghanistan 
and are now engaged in a 
subterranean battle against 
their own rulers. Americans 
are a target because of the 
support they give the ruling 
family, because they are 
missionaries for a way of 
life and thought that funda- 
mentalists reject but which 
many non-Islamists crave, 
and because killing 
Americans gets vast public- 
ity. 

Five Amen can service- 
men were killed last 
November by a car-bomb in 
Riyadh. But the scale of the 
last attack is reminiscent of 
fee bomb that killed 241 
American marines and 
sailors in Beirut in 1983. 
After that outrage, the 
marines were withdrawn, 
their mission (to save .lives) ; 
considered by many 
Americans a quixotic mis- 
take. Will similar conclu- 
sions be drawn about keep- 
ing troops in an ungrateful 
Saudi Arabia? 

It would be wrong if they 
were: the American pres- 
ence is largely self-interest- 
ed. Some 3,000 servicemen 
are in Dhahran, mostly 
American but also British 
and French, their presence a 
hangover from .die Gulf 
wan Their job is to police 
fee no-fly zone in southern 
Iraq where, though they 
cannot save Iraq’s Shiites 
from Saddam Hussein’s 
cruelty, they discourage 
large-scale brutality. But 
beyond this they have a 
large protective role. Arab 
Gulf regimes, which before 
Iraq invaded Kuwait shud- 
dered away from a visible 
American military pres- 
ence, are now glad to shel- 
ter behind it. 

The internal stability to 
Saudi Arabia, home to all 
that oil and investment, is 
vital to American and other 
Western interests. How to 
keep the place stable? Not 
by keeping soldiers there: 
They can do only so much, 
protecting the kingdom and 
its satellites from external 
dangers, not internal ones. 
Almost certainly, the dan- 


gers from inside — both in 
Saudi Arabia and in off- 
shore tiny Bahrain, fee 
administrative headquarters 
of America’s Fifth Fleet — 
are the more threatening. 

Outsiders have to be pre- 
pared for changes of 
regime, however inconve- 
nient — and there is no 
doubting the inconvenience 
of an anti-western revolu- 
tion in the Gulf. But reform, 
rather than revolution, 
remains possible. 

America’s continuing task, 
after last week's horrors 
have been absorbed, is to 
help fee Gulfs autocratic 
rulers to widen their rule, 
allowing their people a 
stronger voice and greater 
freedoms. Political and 
human-rights reform would 
go a long way to satisfy the 
democratic opposition, 
including moderate 

Islamists. Nothing will sat- 
isfy the extremists. But 
such measures would iso- 
late the men of violence, 
distinguishing them from 
people who want change 
and liberty but would not 
think of blowing up a sleep- 
ing American to get them. 




The hard line in Israel 


Across the Middle East, 
in Israel, American policy is 
facing another foreign-poli- 
cy reverse, albeit of a dif- 
ferent and, as yet, non-vio- 
lent sort. The Israeli-Arab 
peace, which was claimed 
by the Clinton administra- 
tion as a triumph, and 
which certainly ate up fee 
time of Warren Christopher, 
the secretary of state, is 
apparently unravelling. 
Here too, defying adversity, 
America has a bard task that 


it must continue. 

The new Israeli govern- 
ment, led by Benyamin 
Netanyahu, insists that it 
will pursue fee quest for an 
agreemem. But it hopes, to 
( tiSWio, it now appears. While 
caj^adoning oq^jbalf of. the 
bargain: the return of con- 
quered and occupied land in 
exchange for a lasting 
peace. This principle has 
fee basis of fee search for 
an Arab-Israeli deal since 
fee United Nations Security 
Council first enunciated it 
after fee 1967 war. 

Ml Netanyahu, less ideo- 
logically bound than some 
of bis followers, has made 
only one thing clean his 
determination to take his 
own decisions, • whatever 
they may be. He has 
snubbed ministers who 
tried to preempt him; he 
showed scant deference 
when Mr. Christopher visit- 
ed him this week. But, in 
early July, Israel’s new 
prime minister is to make 
his triumphant royal 
progress to Washington. 
Election year or not, this 
should be the time for 
Americans to make it 
politely clear to their guest 
feat their continuing sup- 
port depends on Israel's 
continuing adherence to the 
land-for-peace formula. 

The Israeli government 
and fee Saudi royal family 
are free to reject America's 
advice. But, if they do, the 
United States, too, is free to 
think again about where its 
interests truly lie. 


Troubled Kosovo haunts Serbian president 


By Dan de Luce 
Reuter 


BELGRADE — What once 
provided the means of 
attaining power has turned 
into a never-ending 
headache for Serbian 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic. 

The trouble lies in the 
southern province of 
Kosovo where Belgrade 
uses heavily-armed police 
to protect a tiny Serbian 
minority, outnumbered nine 
to one by ethnic Albanians. 

Mr. Milosevic rose to 
power by championing the 
cause of the Kosovo Seths, 
setting off a chain of events 
that helped lead to the 
bloody disintegration of for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

After four years of war in 
Bosnia and Croatia, Mr. 
Milosevic has no longer any 
use for warmongering 
nationalists whom he has 
systematically purged from 


his ruling party and govern- 
ment. 

Faced wife a ruined econ- 
omy. he would now prefer 

to sweep Kosovo off the 
political map. But ethnic 
Albanian activists, western 
governments and disgrun- 
tled Serb nationalists refuse 
to let the issue go. 

Regular violence has 
erupted in Kosovo over the 
past two months, with 
Serbian police being 
attacked and killed in a 
spate of incidents. 

The West recognises 
Kosovo belongs to Serbia, 
but insists Mr. Milosevic 
must improve Albanian 
human rights before allow- 
ing Belgrade's foil return to 
international respectability. 

■Kosovo was thrust back 
into the spotlight when 
Seibian Professor 

Aleksandar Despic made a 
speech discussing the possi- 
bility of Kosovo’s secession 
from Serbia. 


Mr. Despic is the bead of 
the Serbian Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, the same 
body blamed for setting the 
Serb nationalist agenda 
adopted by Mr. Milosevic 
10 years ago. 

Most political analysts 
believe ousted nationalists 
were behind Mr. Despic. 

“They want to make life 
more complicated for the 
regime, because it has plen- 
ty of other things to worry 
about now ” said historian 
and opposition writer 
Lao oka Perovic. 

Pointing to demographic 
trends which show fee 
Albanian population 
increasing steadily, Mr. 
Despic said time was run- 
ning out for Serbia to 
resolve fee problem. 

He set out two options — 
Kosovo staying in Serbia 
with Albanians enjoying 
equal civil rights, or a seces- 
sion in which borders would 
be agreed peacefully. 


The speech was unusual 
for its frank discussion of 
unfavourable population 
trends, something the gov- 
ernment refuses to admit 
publicly. 

It touched a raw nerve 
among Serb activists in 
Kosovo, who have been 
demanding Mr. Milosevic 
visit them to answer their 
fears that they may be sold 
out. 

Ideas about dividing 
Kosovo and retaining about 
a third for Serbs are nothing 
new, but Yugoslav Interior 
Minister Vukasin Jokanovic 
called Mr. Despic’s remarks 
“totally unacceptable”. 

Whatever the outcome of the 
debate, few expea the suffo- 
cating atmosphere between the 
effectively segregated commu- 
nities to change for the better. 

Since Mr. Milosevic stripped 
them of autonomy in 1989, the 
Albanians have nut a parallel 
administration which provides 
.the community with its educa- 


tion and health care. They have 
their own parliament and their 
own president. 

Belgrade’s anxiety is reflect- 
ed in fee nervous faces of the 
outnumbered Serbian police- 
men patrolling the teeming 
Albanian villages. 

Cheap housing and other 
incentives have failed to stem 
an exodus of Kosovo Serbs 
who see no future there. 

Ethnic Albanians welcomed 
Mr. Despic's pragmatic tone 
but strongly opposed drawing 
new boundaries. 

“We will not accept any divi- 
sion of Kosovo. That would 
mean war." said one Albanian 
official. 

With the international com- 
munity preoccupied with 
enforcing a peace accord in 
Bosnia, ethnic Albanians fear 
their cause is being ignored. 

Increasingly frustrated, they 
have dropped calls for autono- 
my and advocate indepen- 
dence. a demind western pow- 
ers are reluctant to support 


European Union recognition 
of Belgrade, a reward for back- 
ing the Dayton peace accord, 
was a bitter disappointment for 
the Albanians. 

Their leaders are pinning 
their hopes on the United States 
though Washington has never 
endorsed independence and has 
taken to stressing the inviola- 
bility of legal borders. 

As the deadlock drags on, 
Kosovo Albanians will turn 
increasingly radical as they 
lose patience with a strategy of 
peaceful resistance, said Vfeton 
Sunoi. editor of the indepen- 
dent Albanian weekly Koba. 

Unlike the current Albanian 
leadership, who were raised 
with Serbs in old Yugoslavia, a 
new generation is growing up 
completely apart from their 
Serb neighbours. 

Western powers have long 
feared a wider conflict could 
erupt in the southern Balkans if 
Albanian discontent boils over 
in Kosovo or neighbouring 
Macedonia. 
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Europe ’s neutrals start to bite the bullet 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

LONDON — When the 
cold war ended and the 
Soviet Union collapsed, a 
small group of wealthy 
states began to worry about 
their place in a fast-chang- 
ing new world. 

Five years on, Europe’s 
neutral nations are slowly 
emerging from their identi- 
ty crisis. 

As NATO and the Euro- 
pean Union prepare to 
expand into Central and 
Eastern Europe, debate is 
stirring in Finland, Austria, 
Sweden and Ireland over 
how far they should 
become involved in West- 
ern security structures. 

“These . countries have 
realised that a new Europe 
is upon them and that neu- 
trality has no meaning any 
longer, since the world is 
not shaped by two opposing 
military blocs,” said 
Alexander Rahr of the Ger- 
man Foreign Policy Associ- 


ation in Bonn. 

Diplomats say several 
powerful factors have come 
together at the same to 
provoke the debate now. 

The most importan t is the 
prospect of NATO and EU 
enlargement. The 16-nation 
alliance is widely expected 
to decide next year that 
Poland, Hun gar y and the 
Czech Republic can join. 

Those countries, and oth- 
ers, are also expected to 
join the 15-nation EU some 
time around the year 2000. 

While no neutral state is 
planning to join NATO, 
they can all see that Euro- 
pean security is changing 
fast and some fear being 
left on the margins if they 
do not get more involved. 

Moreover, the EU is cur- 
rently engaged in a major 
review of how it works, 
including efforts to put 
together a common foreign 
arid security policy which 
may produce a real defence 
policy. 

Since most EU members 


are also in NATO, this 
means that Finland, Austria 
and Sweden — which 
joined the European Union 
last year — are already 
drawn into discussions on 
Western security issues. 

There is a growing con- 
vergence between the U.S.- 
led Western alliance and the 
European club, with the 
possibility that the EU may 
develop a real defence arm 
in the coming years. In that 
context, diplomats say. neu- 
trality looks all but impossi- 
ble. 

Another factor is that it 
has become very clear 
recently that NATO is, for 
now, the key player in 
European security. 

The alliance is leading the 
60,000-strong peace force 
in Bosnia, an operation 
which includes many coun- 
tries outside NATO. 

But the traditional role of 
Western forces is changing 
fast. There is less reliance 
on military might and more 
emp hasi s on peacekeeping 


and humanitarian missions. 
NATO is also creating a 
bigger role for European 
allies. 

All of these changes are 
attractive to many neutral 
states, some of which have 
a long and proud tradition 
in global U.N. peacekeep- 
ing and a suspicion of U.S. 
muscle-flexing. 

“The way NATO is 
changing means that West- 
ern military structures have 
become more respectable, 
more acceptable to the neu- 
trals,” said Paul Cornish of 
Royal Insititnte of 
International Affairs (RITA) 
in London. “They are mov- 
ing towards us but we axe 
also moving towards 
them.” 

This was illustrated last 
December when Switzer- 
land, which has no inten- 
tion of abandoning its fierce 
neutrality, agreed to grant 
passage to NATO troops 
and materiel bound for 
peacekeeping duty in 
Bosnia — saying it wanted 


to help peace efforts. 

The liveliest debate on 
neutrality recently has been 
in Finland, which learned to 
live with its giant Soviet 
neighbour during the cold 
war. 

Finland has joined 
NATO's partnership for 
peace military cooperation 
scheme and is involved in 
Bosnia but has said it has 
no intention of seeking 
membership of the alliance. 

Nevertheless, with great 
uncertainty about Russia’s 
future, Finland is nervous 
about security around its 
borders and particularly 
with regard to tbe Baltic 
republics. The government 
opens special talks with 
NATO this week on Finnish 
concerns. 

Some commentators and 
politicians even suggested 
recently that Finland might 
have to consider joining 
NATO if the alliance 
expands eastwards — an 
idea that would have been 
considered both extraordi- 


nary and taboo just a few 
years ago. 

“Remaining outside 
NATO would mean exclu- 
sion from European deci- 
sion-making on security 
policy,” Finnish foreign 
policy expert Max. Jakob- 
son said earlier this month. 

The issue remains highly 
sensitive and Finnish Presi- 
dent Martti Ahtisaari has 
stepped into tbe debate to 
stress that bis country 
would maintain its tradi- 
tional non-alignment. 

With neighbouring Swe- 
den, Finland has drawn up a 
joint approach to European 
security — saying that all 
members must be involved 
if the EU is to develop a 
real voice in defence. 
Again, diplomats say, the 
approach is driven partly by 
rear that these countries 
will be left on the sidelines. 

For Ireland, the problem 
may soon become acute. 

Dublin takes over the 
rotating EU presidency — 
and will hold it until the end 


of the year, when the 
NATO-led peace force is 
due to withdraw from 
Bosnia. 

“It will be difficult for the 
Irish, because they will 
need to speak on this issue 
and help with coordina- 
tion.” said one European 
diplomat, who asked not to 
be identified. 

The Irish government 
showed signs of change in 
March when it said it would 
consider joining NATO’s 
partnership for peace. 
Dublin has also said it 
could cooperate more 
closely with the Western 
European Union (WEU), an 
EU-related defence group. 

Both of these views 
caused controversy in Ire- 
land and the same is true in 
Austria. 

The conservative wing of 
tbe coalition government 
says cooperation with 
NATO should be consid- 
ered, while the socialists 
insist that Austria must do 
nothing which would com- 


promise non-aligomenL 
Public debate on the issue is 
growing livelier. 

In many cases, tbe deci- 
sion to go for neutrality is 
based on historical wounds 
that am still raw. 

Finland remembers the 
Inner war a gains t tbe Soviet 
Union that ended with 
h umiliatin g defeat in 1944. 
Austria was forced into 
neutrality following World 
War IL Irish neutrality is 
linked to its bloody and tan- 
gled history with Britain. 

But there are signs that 
these countries are moving 
towards change, forced on 
them now by changes in the 
world around them. 

“Tbe neutrals know that it 
is time for them to make 
some decisions,” said Mr. 
Rahr. “It is crucial for them 
to make sure that the Euro- 
pean house now under con- 
struction has enough space, 
to accommodate their con- 
cerns. They must engage in 
the debate.” 


Andean pilgrimage blends pagan, Christian rites 



A villager dressed as an ancient Inca policeman performs the ritual of carrying a block of ice from the snow-capped Ausangate Mountain peak 
in the Andean highlands of Cuzco during a six-day pilgrimage when hundreds of villagers carry out the ancient Inca purification ritual 
(Reuter photo) 


By Mariana Bazo 
Reuter 

MOUNT AUSANGATE, 
Peru — Peruvian mule 
trainer Jose Lai me had his 
previous prayers to the God 
of Mount Ausangate 
answered, so he was a bit 
bolder this time. 

“I asked tbe God for a 
plot of land and then for 
some sheep, and he gave 
me both. Now l*m going to 
ask for a van,” said Mr. 
l jiiine during a xeeem pil- 
grimage to this sacred 
mountain in the Peruvian 
Andes. 

Mr. Laime’s voice was 
barely discernible above the 
- drums, flutes and singmgfof 
the myriad music gjtoups 
among the 70,000 believers 
who flocked to Mount 
Ausangate for a six-day 
ceremony last month. 

Meanwhile, an Indian 
woman intoned at the 
entrance to the Collurity 
shrine at the foot of aAu- 
sangate, 5,000 metres 
above sea-leveL 

“Thirty thousand dollars 
for one sol, $30,000 for one 
sol ” she repeated, offering 
mock U.S. money for the 
price of one Peruvian sol 
(41 cents). 

Believers then used the 
money to “buy” stones on 
tbe mountain representing 
the bouses, cars, credit 
cards and other consumer 
goods they aspire to. 

Tbe God (or “Apu” in the 
Quechuan language spoken 
by Peru’s Inca and other 
Andean peoples) of the 
Ausangate Mountain was 
worshipped in Peru long 
before the 16tb century 


(Continued from page 12) 

NATO-led peacekeeping 
force (IFOR) in 
Sarajevo, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Max Maniner, 
however publicly denied 
the Serbs had threatened 
tiie aircraft but confirmed 
that tbe 

display of airpower was 
unprecedented in recent 

months. 

Meanwhile, Germany 
called on Saturday for the 
arrest of Bosnian Serb Pres- 
ident Radovan Karadzic but 
the U.S. commander of 
NATO peacekeeping troops 
in Bosnia said he would 
neither detain nor intimi- 
date him. 


(Continued from page 12) 

die Saudi internal security 
forces that dates back to 1980. 

Also expected during the visit 
were tallcy on bow to keep alive 
the Middle East peace process. 

which has ground to a halt since 

har dline Rime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu took 
power in Israel last month. 

Mr Chirac inq«as that peace 
ralW resume =*nrf has backed 
Arab de mands that Israel 
respect accords reached under 
previous governments and 


Spanish conquest and tbe 
subsequent arrival of Chris- 
tianity. 

But the Collurity shrine is 
an entirely Catholic icon. 

Peru’s best-known annual 
pilgrimage is an extraordi- 
nary blend of native Indian 
and traditional Catholic 
rites and beliefs — with a 
strong dose of modern-day 
materialism. 

“This festival is an 
Andean-Christian mix,” 
said Miguel Martinez, an' 
anthropologist from Cuzco, 
the former capital of Peru’s 
pre-conquest Inca empire. 

“The Ausangate is the 
most important God in 
southern Peru,” said Jesuit 
Priest Carlos Flores of the 
mountain, which is an 
eight-hour drive from 
Cuzco and soars to 6,384 
metres above sea-level. 

“On the other hand, the 
Collurity shrine is a sacred, 
religious place with very 
ancient roots which have 
been ‘Christianised.’" 

The ‘christianisation’ of 
indigenous Peru began with 
the early 1 6th century 
arrival of the Spanish con- 
quistadores. 

Through a combination of 
bravery, luck, skill and 
trickery, a small band of 
Spanish soldiers managed 
to subdue the mighty Inca 
empire which bad in the 
13th century achieved 
ascendancy over tbe multi- 
tude tribes living in the 
region. 

Modem-day Peru still 
mirrors this joint heritage in 
many aspects of society — 
and nowhere is this dearer 
t han on Ausangate where 
the Indian and Christian tra- 


“I do not have orders to 
go and hunt down Dr. 
Karadzic. I . don’t have 
orders to lock him up in his 
house so he can’t move 
about,” Admiral Leighton 
Smith told reporters in 
Sarajevo. 

Western government have 
tried to drive Karadzic from 
power as an indicted war 
criminal but have been 
reluctant to order their 
50,000 peacekeeping 
troops in Bosnia to seize 
him. 

They have tried unsucess- 
follv to persuade Serbian 
President Slobodan Milose- 
vic to extradite him to the 
U.N. war crimes tribunal in 
The Hague along with 


negotiate on a basis of returning 
occupied Arab land in ex ch an g e 
far peace with its neighbours. 

Mr. Chirac took his ministers 
of defence, foreign affairs, inte- 
rior and industries, but no con- 
tracts were due to be signed 

“The aim is above all politi- 
cal not commercial.” Mr 
Cotoona told reporters this 
week. Paris remembers vividly 
the humiliation of ihen Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur. 
who went to Riyadh on an ill- 
prepared outing in January 1994 
expecting to sign bumper con- 


ditions have blended into 
one. 

“I support them and 1 
allow them to cany on with 


Bosnian Serb army com- 
mander General Ratko 
Mladic. 

German foreign minister 
Klaus Kinkel said testimo- 
ny given at the tribunal this 
week made clear that tbe 
two men should be put on 
trial for atrocities commit- 
ted after Serbs overran the 
eastern Bosnian town of 
Srebrenica in 1995. 

“International arrest war- 
rants must be issued against 
Karadzic and Mladic after 
the evidence presented 
before the international war 
crimes tribunal” Me 
K inkel said in a statement 

“They should not be able 
to feel safe anywhere in the 
world.” 


tncts, only to be snubbed and 
sent home empty-h^ded 
Officials said, however, that 
France still hoped to promote 
both military and commercial 
trade in future with Saudi Ara- 
bia, the world's biggest arms 
purchaser. France, which buys 
one-quarter of its oO from die 
kingdom, is Riyadh’s third 
biggest arms supplier after the 
United Sates and Britain. 
Weapons sales average six bil- 
lion francs (512 billion) a year, 
roughly equivalent to civilian 
exports. 


their beliefs,” said Father 
Flores, who has held mass- 
es at the Collurity shrine for 
the last six years, “why 


VOUN1, Cyprus (R) — 
Jimmy, George, Potter and 
Porter make a mad dash for 
the food bins, keeping one 
watchful eye on strangers as 
they tuck into their last meal 
of the day. 

Blossom snorts at a bin 
arid knocks it over, hangs 
her head over the fence and 
purses her lips in what looks 
like a smirk. 

“Some are healthy and 
some are a bit poorly,” says 
Mary Skinner, a former 
marketing executive who 
has taken abandoned don- 
keys in Cyprus under her 
wing. 

A total of 36 donkeys 
ranging from sprightly five- 
year-olds to “granddads” 
blind in one eye and pushing 
40 live a life of luxury in 
large pens in the shade of 
carob trees on slopes above 
Vo uni village in the wine- 
producing area s of Limassol 
district. 

“The one thing they have 
in common is that they are 
all unwanted,” Mary says, 
watching her husband 
Patrick, trying to cajole a 
stubborn donkey into a pen. 

Once common but now 
rare apart from the occasion- 
al tourist attraction, donkeys 
were abandoned in droves in 
Cyprus with tbe economic 
boom of the last decade. 

The Skinners, from Kern, 
England, run die island’s 
only donkey sanctuary. 

“It is more than a full-time 


should tbe Catholic church 
be open to many cultures 
but not to the culture which 
has our roots?” 


Around the Collurity 
shrine, tens of thousands of 
pilgrims camped for six 
days, taking pan in a festi- 


val of dance, song and reli- 
gious rites. 

The most striking figures 
in the pilgrimage on Ausan- 


gate were the 300 young 
men chosen from local 
communities for their supe- 
rior strength to represent 
tbe “Inca policemen.” 

These youths climbed the 
mountain, endured a night 
in the open in freezing tem- 
peratures as part of a ritual 
test of strength, and then 
heaved huge blocks of ict 
down on their backs in the 
manner of Christ carrying 
the cross. 

The ice symbolised both 
an expiation of sins in the 
Christian tradition and a 
renewal of life in the Indian 
j r tradition.. iSor tbe Andean 
. * > -pecplfc, <;khfe> snow teethe 
semen arid-fee life. Theyap 
reproductive rites,” "said 
Father Flores. Tn the 
Christian culture, water is 
also life.” 

“In bringing down the ice 
blocks, we are paying for 
sins. The ice wastes away 
the sin," said one of the 
“policemen,” Wilffedo 
Nina, 22. 

Tbe “policemen," who 
cover their faces with bala- 
clavas and weqr tunics rep- 
resenting animals, whipped 
the pilgrims throughout die 
festival, prohibiting the 
drinking of alcohol but 
allowing the chewing of 
coca-leaves to guard 
against mountain sickness. 

“Our God, the mountain, 
is tbe lord of Collurity. 
From our forefathers came 
all this custom and it is 
going to continue until 
death, “ said Mr. Nina. 


Phini where be was found. 
Potter, pushing 40, is the 
oldest. 

“He has barely got any 
teeth left He sucks his 
food,” Patrick chuckled. 

“That’s Primrose,” Mary 
said, gesturing in the direc- 
tion of an animal who let out 
a hearty snort before tucking 
into her crusted com, barley 
and bran. Primrose was 
abandoned after the grape 
harvest last yeat 

“They are usually quite 
quiet but if another donkey 
comes to take that food 
away, it will just lash out at 
it, and if you walk behind a 
donkey while it’s eating yot 
might get it on the leg," said 
Mary. 

Big Boy is one of the star 
attractions. 

“Enormous, isn’t he?,” 
said Patrick with a touch of 
pride, patting Big Boy on 
die nose. “He is more like a 
carthorse.” 

Cypriot donkeys are 
known for their size, usually 
weighing up to 200 kilo- 
grammes. Big Boy weighs 
almost twice that. 

The Skinners dismiss the 
idea of breeding donkeys. 

‘These are all unwanted 
donkeys and people give us 
money to look after diem," 
said Maty. “So I don’t think 
it would be very responsible 
of us.” 

“Not yet anyway,” said 
Patrick. 


Abandoned donkeys 
live life of luxury 
in Cyprus 


job actually because we live 
here” Mary, 59, told 
Reuters. 

The “Friends of the 
Cyprus Donkey” rely 
entirely on public contribu- 
tions to operate, with yearly 
and life-long “donkey adop- 
tion” schemes available. 

It costs five Cyprus 
pounds ($10.55) to be a 
“friend” for a year, and 50 
pounds to be a friend for 
life. Feed and care of a don- 
key costs 15 pounds a 
month. 

la places like Vouni, a tiny 
village nesded on the steep 
southern slopes of the Troo- 
dos mountain range, one can 
still see donkeys chained to 
trees or left beside winding, 
narrow roads. 

Donkeys, needing only a 
quarter of the daily nourish- 
ment of a horse, were seen 
as cheap transport in many 
Mediterranean countries. 
Now they have been 
replaced by more modem 


transport. 

Collecting donkeys 
dumped outside their door 
or left roaming in fields after 
grape harvests, the Skinners 
have increased their ‘pets’ 
from six in October 1994 to 
36 today. 

T wouldn’t say most of 
the donkeys were mistreat- 
ed, rather neglected,” said 
Mary. 

Soon they will be accom- 
modating six more from 
Crete, where another don- 
key sanctuary is on tbe brink 
of closure. 

The fate of the Cyprus 
donkey is entwined with 
that of many mountain vil- 
lages. Once, every family 
bad one. But their use grad- 
ually faded as more and 
more people moved to large 
towns Idee Nicosia and 
Limassol. 

Two decades ago Vouni 
had 2,000 residents. Now 
there are 200. Dull-coloured 
stone and mud brick adjoin- 


ing homes are deserted, 
wooden shutters wide open 
to reveal dark, empty rooms. 

“Only old people are left 
The rest have gone ” said 
Costas, the local taveraa 
owner now earning a living 
from tourists. 

The Skinners offer some 
of their working donkeys for 
use during the harvest as an 
alternative to purchasing a 
cheap donkey which will 
later be abandoned. 

In contrast to the forlorn 
beasts of burden tied to the 
sides of roads, tbe skinners’ 
herd are a noisy lot, even the 
few who are handicapped. 

George is blind in one eye. 
Porter is recovering from a 
neck wound inflicted by 
somebody who threw petrol 
over him in May and tried to 
set him on fire. Policemen 
later found him abandoned 
in Limassol port 

The youngest donkey is 
five-yeariold Phinias, 
named after the village of 


Bosnian Muslims, Croats agree on joint army 


King Fahd greets visiting French president 


8 Economy 

Qatari, Jordanian officials preparing for closer economic cooperation 
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Jordanian and Qatari officials during a work- 
ing session Saturday (Petra Photo) 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Qatari 
and Jordanian officials Sat- 
urday resumed their talks at 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade to prepare for the Jor- 
danian-Qatari Higher Eco- 
nomic Committee meeting 
expected this week. 

The core of the discus- 
sions between the two sides 
was the prospect of drawing 
up a comprehensive agree- 
ment on trade and econom- 
ic cooperation between the 
two countries to be submit- 
ted for the signatures of the 
ministers of trade in the two 
countries at their forthcom- 
ing meeting in Amman 

Such an agreement will 
update a similar one that 
was signed in 1980 , accord- 
ing to the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade Secre- 
tary-General Mohammad 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“Actually, l have strong feelings for 
all the men in my office. I want to 
punch Bob, I want to choke Tom...” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
bjr Hmrf Amok! and MHio Arglrion 


Jns??r.blc tbsse four Jumbles, 
tm r-mar :o ea--Ji square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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A SUCCESSFUL 
GARB-AGE HAULER 
CAN OO THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday* 


(Answers Monday] 

Jumbles: SHYLY NOISE TETHER MUSLIN 
Answer Why he received a medal — 

FOR HIS METTLE 


Smadi who is leading the 
Jordanian side to the meet- 
ings. 

He said that a new agree- 
ment was deemed neces- 
sary to cater to the new 
developments in trade and 
economic relations between 
Qatar and Jordan and in 
view of the political and 
economic changes in the 
Arab region. 

The two sides had started 
their meetings Friday 
immediately upon the 
arrival in Amman of the 
Qatari delegation. 

The Qatari delegation, led 
by Seif Bouainein who is 
the director of the Arab 


Japan’s 
reserves hit 
new high 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
foreign reserves, jpresumed 
to be the biggest held by a 
single country, rose SI. 82 
billion in June to a new 
record high of $ 210.20 bil- 
lion . the finance ministry 
has said Jit represented the 
32nd straight month- to- 
month increase in foreign 
res-erves„ .comprising con- 
vertible foreign '^jjrrencies, 
go-id and In ternatio nal 
Mo-netary Fund Special 
Drawing Rights, the min- 
istry said. 

Japan is presumed to be 
the world’s biggest bolder 
of foreign reserves when 
comparisons are made on 
the latest available data, the 
ministry said. 

At the end of April, its 
foreign reserves totalled 
$205.7 billion. 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Healer and 
soother 
5 Ella's fone 
9 Monstrosity 

14 Spread for 
bread 

15 Locale 

16 Theaincal 
offering 

17 Majority 

IS Slock exchange 
word 

19 Rivenn France 

20 Universal need? 
(with “A") 

23 Johnny — 

24 Response abbr 

25 Lifes staff 
28 Peel 

30 Cornfield call 

33 Carpenters 
need 

34 Musical sound 

35 Food fish 

36 Peter Sellers 
film (with *The") 

39 Feed the kitty 

40 Decorate again 

41 Dress shape 
43 Once named 

43 Edges 

44 Tra'pshoolmg 

45 Pouch 

46 Australian bird 

47 Noiseless 

56 Was capable 

57 Former country 
monogram 

56 Hauling wagon 

59 M Zola 

60 Cop’s milieu 

61 Eye coquetushly 

62 Greek demigod 

63 Stales 

64 Oboe, for one 

DOWN 

1 Explosive device 

2 Wings 

3 we forge!" 

4 Just about all 

5 Venerable 

6 Tiny bit 

7 Flying prefix 

8 Forbidden 

9 Chum 
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1 60 


63 


C 1996 Tf>aune Meau Services inc 
All ngms reserves 


10 Reclines at ease 

11 Always 

12 Atmosphere 

13 Retain 

21 Remove 

22 More sensible 

25 Darnel or Pal 

26 Way to go 

27 Other 

28 Established 
pathways 

29 Division word 

30 Name in radium 

31 tn respect to. old 
style 

32 Walk through 
water 

33 Govt agent 

34 Pronoun 

35 Fictitious 
account 

37 inslant 

38 Caulking stuff 

43 Certain football 
player 

44 Hurts 

45 Besmirch 
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46 Outpul of Elia 

47 Experts 

48 Body 

49 Resign 

50 Bucketlike 
vessels 


51 Sailing along 

52 Smell 

53 Suggest strongly 

54 Fire or yard 
end 

55 Looked over 


Affairs Department at the 
Qatari Foreign Ministry, 
Saturday also visited the 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce 
where they discussed 
prospects of cooperation 
between the private sectors 
in the two countries such as 
launching joint investment 
projects, holding trade fairs, 
exchanging visits by busi- 
ness communities and other 
events. 


According to Haidar 
Murad, the federation’s 
chairman, the two sides dis- 
cussed also the creation of a 
Jordan-Qatar council to be 
entrusted with the task of 
coordinating economic and 
trade links between the two 
countries. 

Federation sources said 
that the Jordanian -Qatari 
trade was not up to the 
aspired level, noting that 
Jordan’s exports to Qatar 


amounted to JD 8.5 million 
in 1992 and rose to JD 10 
million in 1995. Qataris 
expons to Jordan totalled 
JD 5 million in 1992 and 
increased to only JD 5.5 
million last year. 

The head of the Qatari 
delegation told Jordan Tele- 
vision that Qatar and Jordan 
have big potentials for trade 
exchanges adding that 
increasing the volume of 
trade exchanges can take 


place through the organisa- 
tion of reciprocal trade fairs 
in Amman and Doha and 
through exchanges of visits 
by businessmen from the 
- two countries 

The two sides concluded 
their meeting by deciding 
to create a coordination 
council to help pave the 
ground for highly advanced 
trade and economic links 
between the two countries. 
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FORECAST FOR 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19; If you get 
advice from an expert 
today, you can then han- 
dle your career activities 
in a more efficient and 
profitable manner. This 
eve ning will be good for 
you to be seen with those 
in authority who can be 
of great assistance. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Get your recre- 
|. ational activities so 
organised today that they 
are not too expensive, yet 
will provide you with 
maximum pleasure in 
your career activities. 
This evening will provide 
you with the information 
on some project 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Don’t permit, a 
quarrelsome person to 
enter your home today, 
and then you can make 
your abode run properly 
to the point that everyone 
who resides there will 
feel contempt and joy in 
living under your roof. 
MOON CHJLDREN:(June 
22 to July 21) Forget dull . 
chores today and plan 
how to have time at recre- 
ations you like today and 
which will be enjoyed by 
your loved ones. This 
evening you can meet 
with some experts can be 
of great assistance to you 
at this time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Join with your loved 
ones in whatever they 
like to do today, and for- 
get going out with others 
for fun. This evening 
should be good for you to 
meet with those in 
authority who can be of 
reat assistance to you at 
lis time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You can 
ferret out information 


you need today, especial- 
ly outside of your home. 
1 even if it is a bit difficult 


V tniggfivening you can go 
out on the town with your 
loved ones and have a 
good time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Study 
those practical affairs you 
have in mind today so 
that you can handle them 
well during the week 
ahead. Later this evening 
pou can meet with some 
rigwig and discuss your 
career activities for being 
successful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Your 
judgement today is good 
ana you can gain the 
cooperation of friends for 
a plan which interests 
you at this time. This 
evening you can consult 
with some bigwig for the 
opportunity to gain the 
success you desire. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) You can discuss mat- 
ters concerning your 
progress with a bigwig 
privately today and deter- 
mine his or her advice in 
proceeding concerning 
some important new pro- 
ject which need some 
immediate attention in 
the days ahead. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Going 
on a little trip with a good 
friend is just what the 
doctor ordered today and 
avoid something you c an 
do little about. Later 
tonight you can meet 
with fellow associates 
and construct some new 
course of action. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Study 
just where you are head- 
ed in material matters 
today and then hit on the 
correct outlet for gaining 
3ur progress in the days 
lead. This evening you 
should be able to meet 
with some knowledge- 
able person who is avail- 
able. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Change your 
attitude toward a difficult 
association today and 
come to a better under- 
standing at .this tune. 
Show you are open- , 
minded in your attitude 
towards your success and 
completion of some new 
project. 
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U.S. agency approves huge rail merger 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
controversial $5.4 billion 
mega-merger of the Union 
Pacific Corp. and Southern 
Pacific Rail Carp, has been 
approved with conditions 
Wednesday by a U.S. regu- 
latory agency, creating the 
biggest railroad in the west- 
ern hemisphere. 

The nnanimoos approval 
by the three-member Sur- 
face Transportation Board 
heralds a new era in one of 
the nation’s most basic and 
oldest industries, and com- 
bines more than 31,000 
miles of rail track from 
Canada to Mexico and from 
the midwest to the Pacific 
Ocean. 

“This is truly a historic 
event,” said Steven Cohen, 
managing partner of North 
Star .Capital, an arbitrage 
finn. “These two have liter- 
ally spent 100 years trying 
to mage.” 

The ruling came with 35 
conditions, including 
enhancing trackage rights 
to the giant Burlington 
Northern (B.N.) Sante Fe 
railroad and granting track- 
age rights to other small rail 
lines in the merger area. 

The board did not require 
any track divestitures, a 
move dial Union Pacific 
and Southern Pacific offi- 
cials bad said they strongly 
opposed and warned would 
gut the merger. 

The deal — which the 
board said will yield 
“tremendous public bene- 
fits” — has been one of the 
most controversial rail 



mergers in history. 
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He said be planned to 
merge the two companies in 
the spring, creating a struc- 
ture similar to that of rivals 
British Airways or 
Lufthansa, and to bring 
wages at Air France 
Europe, among the highest 
in the world, in line with 
those of parent Air 
France, which are lower. 


the western half of the Unit- 
ed States by putting 90 per 
cent of the rail traffic west 
of the Mississippi River in 
the hands of only two rail- 
roads — the new Union 
Pacific/Souihern Pacific 
railroad and the B.NVSanta 
Fe. 

But board members 
defended their decision as 
one that will provide hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars 
in economic benefits and 
help thousands of shippers 
with better, cheaper serviced 

“This decision is a sound 
(me,” said board chairman, 
Linda Morgan. “‘It is good 
for transportation, and it is 
good for the economy” 

Commissioner JJ. Sim- 
mons said the merger will 
help tanners in the mid- 
west, coal shippers in the 


west and chemical and plas- 
tic shippers on lines 
between the midwest and 
Texas. 

Union Pacific Chairman 
Drew Lewis said the corpo- 
ration is pleased with the 
ruling, even with the 
imposed conditions. 

“It’s a great day for Union 
Pacific strategically and 
also a great day for South- 
ern Pacific,” said Mr. 
Lewis, who was secretary 
of transportation under 
Ronald Reagan. 

“Nothing in the condi- 
tions will keep us from 
moving ahead with the 
merger unless there are fur- 
ther modifications in the 
written decision,” he said. 

The departments of jus- 
tice, agriculture and trans- 
portation opposed the 


merger, along with several 
agricultural groups and 
some competing rail lines. 

Justice department’s anti 
trust chief Anne Bingaman 
made an unusual public 
appearance Monday in oral 
arguments before the board 
and urged that the merger 
be rejected, calling it “the 
most anti competitive rail 
merger in history.” 

But board members dis- 
counted justice’s arguments 
and questioned its data. 
“It’s sad to say the Justice. 
Department seems to have 
missed it again,” said Com- 
missioner Gus Owen. 

The Justice Department 
and the Interstate Cofco- 
merce Commission (ICC), 
which the Surface Trans- 
portation Board succeeded, 
have had a long history of 


butting beads over rail 
mergers. 

The Justice Department 
has traditionally been much 
more critical of rail merg- 
ers. Justice has challenged 
mergers before, but has 
never been able to overturn 
an ICC decision. 

Justice Department offi- 
cials were not available for 
comment on whether or not 
they {dan to appeal the 
bond’s decision, but both 
tbe board’s Morgan and 
Union Pacific’s Lewis said 
they were confident the rul- 
ing would stand. 

In favour of the merger 
were some equally strong 
players, including the 
B.N ./Santa Fe railroad, 
which until the ruling was 
the largest rail line in the 
country. 
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Union Pacific has granted 
trackage rights to 
BNJSanta Fe for almost 
4,000 miles of lines in 
Texas, Louisiana and other, 
states. This agreement will 
be enhanced under the con- 
ditions of the ruling to 
require that BJ^7Santa Fe 
be allowed to serve new 
facilities on lines it gets 
trackage rights on. 

Trackage rights will also 
be granted to the Texmex 
Line in Texas to ensure a 
smooth link to Mexico and 
to the Utah Railway to pre- 
serve competition for west- 
ern coal producers. 

The Southern Pacific, 
based in San Francisco, was 
considered tbe best railroad 
in tbe country for many 
years, but has fallen on hard 
times since the 1980s. 

The Union Pacific, based 
in Omaha, connected with 
the Central Pacific railroad 
at Promontory, Utah, in 
1869, to form the first 
transcontinental rail line in 
the United States. 


Azar calls for mechanisms 
to export medical services 

** THE FORMER industrialist who headed the phosphate com- 
pany for many years said the call for an export drive should not 
be a reason to neglect the import-substitute industries which, 
like those export-oriented, provides employment opportunities 
and saves foreign exchange especially if both industries depend 
on imported intermediate and raw materials. 

Mr. Azar said that what applies to investments in industry 
applies also to investment in tourism. Noting that about 80 
licences had been given to set up 3- or 5-star hotels, he said that 
be had not yet heard of a parallel development in tbe capabili- 
ties of direct marketing of tourism. As such, he pointed out, 
tourism to Jordan will remain marginal compared to tourism to 
other countries. 

More dangerous still. Mr. Azar stressed, is that while we 
Spend millions and millions on medical services in Jordan, no 
official and no media contribute to promote this important 
achievement and activity at the Arab, Islamic and African lev- 
els. He added that “we also do not see any interest from medical 
institutions, especially the Jordan Medical Association, to raise 
the standard of medical services and assist in its development 
not only through holding conferences, which are of course use- 
ful but also through setting standards for improvement and cre- 
ating a media mechanism to inform other people of the available 
capabilities. 

Conducting his lecture, Mr Azar blamed those who work in 
the economic field for not giving the appropriate attention “to 
export the medical services within die excellent available 
means.” Tourism offices, for example, are an important element 
for hotel activity, so could there be mechanisms to help the ther- 
apeutical medical acitivity. Mr. Azar asked. 


Jordan stocks fall again 
on poor sent im ent 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan’s cash-squeezed 
stock market continued its steep downward 
trend at tbe start of weekly trade on Satur- 
day, with minimal demand behind further 
price slides, dealers said. 

The official Amman Financial Market 60- 
share index shed 0.46 per cent to 137.96 
points from 138.60 points on Wednesday 
— the lowest levels in over a year. 

Of 39 stocks traded, 25 were lower, 10 
unchanged and only four higher. Thirteen 
posted new year lows. 

“There is no conviction tbai the stock 
market is going to improve and there is 
nearly complete lack of buying interest in 
poor sentiment.” one broker said. 

Tbe market broke the 140-poim psycho- 
logical barrier last week, posting its lowest 
level since March 1995. 

The election of Israeli right-wing Prime 
Minister Benyarmn Netanyahu in May 
plunged the market into a mood' of uncer- 
tainty over'the future of the five-year-old 1 
Middle E^t^eacS process because of his 
hardline policies. 

Ibis added to a lack of institutional sup- 


port and a liquidity crunch, blamed ou high 
interest rates to boost the dinar since the 
start of the year. Many dealers and some 
economists say the central bank’s high 
interest rate policy has helped divert funds 
into higher-yield investments. 

A total of 212J84 shares changed hands 
in thin turnover of 349,989 dinars. 

Tbe pearl investable index — an indepen- 
dent index of 45 shares from the official 
market and all the shares in the parallel 
market — shed 0.69 per cent to 79.86 
points, a record low and 16.39 per cent 
down on last year. 

Industrials dominated, with turnover of 
179,677 dinars and an index drop of 0.04 
per cent. Banks had a 138, 769-dinar 
turnover and an index fall of 0.84 per cent, 
and services a 24,096-dinar turnover and an 
index drop of 0.13 per cent 
A total of 272,904 shgres worth 132,006 
dinars changed hands in-moderate trade m 
the parallel market. FiiteeJj shares- vfei£ 
lower and four unchanged in a tota* of nine- 
teen traded. 


U.S. jobless rate drops to 6-year low 


WASHINGTON (R) — Tbe 
U.S. unemployment rate hit 
a six-year low of 53 per 
cent in June amid a trend of 
accelerating job growth and 
rising pay, die government 
said Friday in report reflect- 
ing a surprisingly vibrant 
economy. 

So unexpectedly strong 
was die government’s first 
reading of the June econo- 
my, that stock and bond 
prices tumbled as inflation- 
spooked traders feared it 
would prompt federal 
reserve policy-makers to 
raise interest rates at their 
august meeting, or even 
sooner. 

Last month’s decline in 


joblessness, from 5.6 per- 
cent in May, was accompa- 
nied by a larger-than- 
expected gain of 239,000 
non-farm jobs that followed 
a larger-than-previously 
reported gain of 365,000 
jobs, the Labour Depart- 
ment said. June’s 5.3 per- 
cent jobless rate was the 
lowest since June 1990. 

The pace of job creation 
has accelerated steadily, 
with payrolls growing by an 
average 265,000 a month in 
the second quarter of the 
year, 200,000 in the first 
quarter and 173,000 in the 
Jotter half of 1995, tbe 
labour department said. 

Workers’ average hourly 


earnings jumped by 9 cents 
to $1 1.82 last month — tbe 
largest gain since record- 
keeping began 31 years ago 
— after rising only! cent in 
May. In the past year they 
have risen by 3.4 percent. 

President Clinton wasted 
no time claiming credit for 
the economic success, 
which is likely to enhance 
his chances for re-election 
in November. “We have the 
most solid American econo- 
my in a generation,” the 
president said a few hours 
after the report was issued. 

“The American economy 
has created 10 million jobs 
since the beginning of this 
administration” 
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JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shop^p 
6th circle, Amman 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 shops 8x4 sq.m, with 
a second floor each in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

- An office 150 sq.m, 
with 2 telephone lines in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

Abdoun Beal Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609 

Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

" / 

Professional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service I 

Develop your* colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
Mtf 30% torpor 

• Fri# mnlmrpm- 
20x30 


Sbmeisam^-Qpp- Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




SEAL ESTATE 


FOR 
I REINT 

I Delu xe’ Villas 


Delux 1 Villas 
f. 

f\pp;mmcnts 
m Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR" 


HMHTA CJUt 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel 693399 
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4 FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 


( Interflora Membership ) ‘ 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers 


K Um Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

Telefax : ( 811395 f 


'pdXfainu 
SoapA & Solatia 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
XO AM- 1A.M 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 

Umffl Uthalna 
behind San Rode 
Hotel 


& 

aowrthcm 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 



Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RP 


Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone -(079) 29339 


REAL 

ESTATE 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

FOR 

RENT 

A LOUER 
PER 

AFFT1ARE 

MANY 
VILLAS 
ft FIATS 

IE: 82 

FR0FESSX3N&L 

WftY 

BDSFRALsl^k j 

mxAsffi 

FLATS 

mL 



bn 


\faf 2 a*wmm do 
fadt x cu 4 Steu*t 

Xeppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


For Res 812997 814! 18 
Mecca St. Daoucl Center 
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10 Sports 

Graf beats Sanchez Vicario 
for 7 th Wimbledon title 


Jordan limes, Sunday , July 7 , 1996 


WIMBLEDON (AP) — 
Steffi Graf swept Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario in straight 
sets Saturday to win her sev- 
enth Wimbledon title 'and 
20th Grand Slam champi- 
onship. 

Despite a cold and sinus 
problems, the top-seeded 
Graf overwhelmed Sanchez 
Vicario in the first set and 
held off a second-set charge 
to win 6-3. 7-5 victory in 1 
hour. 28 minutes on centre 
court. 

The victory gave Graf her 
100th career singles title and 
moved her to within two of 
Martina Navratilova's record 
of nine Wimbledon singles 
titles. It also puts her alone in 
second place on the all-time 
list of grand slam singles 
winners. four behind 
Margaret Court Smith. 

“It feels pretty awesome 
right now,” Graf said. “It did- 
n't hit me until I got to the 
locker room. It's something I 
□ever imagined I could do or 
was capable of doing. It's just 
incredible to me how the last 
few years have been going, 
bow I've always been able to 
rise to the occasion.’’ 

Graf said this was the most 
unexpected of her 
Wimbledon victories. She 
suffered a knee injury a week 
before the tournament, lacked 
grass-court practice and wor- 
ried that she might not be 
able to play at all. 

“Knowing the situation I 
was in two weeks ago. physi- 
cally, it seems amazing to me 
to always come through.” 
Graf said. “1 don’t know how 
I do it I just keep on doing it. 
I don’t care how. 

“This is simply unbeliev- 
able. It’s just been like a 
dream. I didn't expect it 
being possible. I felt physi- 
cally I wouldn't get through it 
all the way." 

This was the seventh Grand 


Slam final between Graf and 
Sanchez Vicario. The last 
four were tight, three-setters, 
including last year's 
Wimbledon classic and last 
month's French Open cham- 
pionship match. 

But this final lacked the 
emotion and excitement of 
those previous encounters. 
Graf dominated with her big 
serve and forehand, while 
Sanchez Vicario didn't raise 
her game until she was trail- 
ing 4-0 in the second set. 

“She played great today,” 
Sanchez Vicario said. “Her 
forehand was never so good 
as today, so close to the lines, 
and she served very well ... It 
looked like it was going to be 
over. I did have a little chance 
and I took it, but it was too 
late.” 

Although the Spaniard ral- 
lied to make it 5-5, Graf won 
the next two games to close 
out the match. After Sanchez 
Vicario hit a forehand return 
into the net on match point, 
the two players exchanged 
kisses at the net. 

After accepting the runner- 
up trophy, Sanchez Vicario 
held it out as if to give it to 
Graf. The German laughed 
and refused to take it. Then 
Graf received the champion's 
plate from the Duchess of 
Kent and hugged it to her 
chest. 

Later, the two players 
exchanged trophies for a few 
secoods. 

Sanchez Vicario ran off 
with it, laughing, and held it 
up to the crowd as though she 
were the champion. 

The match started 58 min- 
utes late due to yet another 
rain delay in this wettest 
Wimbledon in five years. 

When play started in bright 
sunshine. Graf took charge 
quickly. She broke in the 
fourth game and took the first 
set in 34 minutes. 



Germany’s Steffi Graf holds aloft the Venus Rosewater 
Dish, after defeating Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
to win the Ladies Singles final at the Wimbledon tennis 
championships ( Reuters photo) 


Despite a double fault, Graf 
served out the set in the ninth 
game, finishing with an ace. 

During the changeover at 4- 
1, Graf called for the trainer 
and received pills for her 
allergy condition. She 
coughed frequently during 
the match and spent much of 
the time during the 
changeovers blowing her 
nose. 

Graf raced out to a 4-0 lead 
in the second set and looked 
on course to finish the match 
within an hour. 

But Sanchez Vicario held 
for 4-1 and broke in the next 
game, which included an 



Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez Vicario gestures after losing a point during her final match 
against Steffi Graf (Reuters photo) 


embarrassing miss by Graf. 
She whiffed completely on a 
simple overhead. She still 
had' time to turn around and 

flip 

The ball back over with a 
forehand but Sanchez Vicario 
hit an easy winner into the 
open court 

“ I don't think it happened 
to me before,” Graf said. “ It 
was embarrassing out there. 
There's nothing I can blame. I 
thought I had it. I don't know 
what happened.” 

Graf served for the match at 

5- 4 but failed to convert. She 
double faulted twice and was 
broken on the third break 
point when she made a fore- 
hand error. 

But Graf broke back for 6-5, 
* andr&rted' out the match at 
' 'IS fo'lhe.nex£ game. 

Graf’s seven Wimbledon 
wins: 

1988 beat Martina 

Navratilova (USA) 5-7, 6-2, 

6 - 1 

1989 beat Martina 

Navratilova (USA) 6-Z 6-7 
(1/7), 6-1 

1991 beat Gabrida Sabatini 
(ARG) 6-4, 3-6. 8-6 

1992 beat Monica Seles 
(USA) 6-Z 6-1 

1993 beat Jana Novotna 
(CZE) 7-6 (8/6), 1-6, 64 

1995 beat Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario (SPA) 4-6, 6-1, 7-5 

1996 beat Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario (SPA) 6-3, 7-5. 


R book that is a must: \ 

“End Of Nation State Now” 

Available in paper back at 

Amman Bookshop 


3rd Circle - J.I.C. Building - 644013 


FAST GROWING OUTDOOR 
MEDIA AGENCY 
Has immediate job vacancies for: 

1- Advertising Sates Representatives 

(Male & Female) 

We offer career opportunity and attractive salary 
package for applicants who have the following 
qualifications: 

Advertising sales experience, preferably with 
magazines & print media. 

* Strong communication and P.R. approach combined 
to sales skills. 

* Excellent command of English and Arabic. 

“ Driving licence & car. 

2- Computer Designers/Animators 

* Advertising experience and /or knowledge is an asset 
to this job vacancy. 

Apply now by sending your CV's bv fax to the attention 
of the General Manager: 

Fax: 700851 

Applications will be treated confidentially. 


SELLING: 

- Eght caravans, each one comprising two rooms with air- 
conditioners and one bathroom with boiler; 

- One kitchen, air-conditioned; 

- One mess hall air-conditioned; 

- Small refrigerators. 

Perfect condition. 

For more information, please contact Montagl Co-, 
Amman, Tel: 813193 


TWO SUPER DELUXE FLATS FOR RENT 

■Hifi-finti. is a furnished ground floor apartment consisting of 
3 bedrooms, lounge, L-shaped salon, with garden, garage, spa- 
cious kitchen, separate central heating. The second is a first 
floor unfurnished apartment same specifications like the first. 
Location: Deir Ghobar , opposite Jud Cafe, behind Baltona 
Housing Estate, Saleh ZakJ All Street Abu Zr Buikfing. 

Tel: 863773 — Adnan 


FOR RENT 

Two lovely residences within luxury 3-acre MANSION 

1) Three-bedroom duplex with luxury furniture. 

2) TVvo-bedroom second-floor flat with luxury furniture. 
Facilities include Sat. TV, tel., garage, use of common 
swimming pool, squash court, security gate with entry 
video-phone, landscaped gardens including duck pond. 
Country living with total privacy and security, within 
western Amman. Both residences ideal for foreign 
executives. 

, Cali 834552 to view. 


Washington out to emulate Ashe as 
he meets Krajicek in final today 
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LONDON (AFP) — Todd 
Martin, dignified in defeat, 
wished his opponent and 
‘friendly neighbour’ 
MaliVai Washington the 
best of luck in his bid to 
become the first black 
American to win 
Wimbledon in 21 years after 
crashing to a five-set defeat 
in the se mifinal s on 

Saturday. 

The I3th-seeded Martin, 
finally beaten 7-5, 4-6, 7-6 
(8/6), 3-6, 8-10, recently 
moved into a new house 
close to Washington’s home 
in Florida. 

“After (his he'd better 
throw me a house-warming 
party,” grinned the 25-year- 
old Martin, the last of the 
men's seeds at the champi- 
onships. 

“He’s been talking about 
it few months. Now be’ll be 
able to afford it” 

Martin, who went off the 
boil after surging 5-1 clear 
when the final set resumed 
Saturday, admitted: ‘1 obvi- 
ously froze a little bit. But 
Mai played well when he 
needed to.” 

Asked what be thought 
about Washington becom- 
ing the first black American 
since Arthur Ashe to reach 
the final, Martin replied: 
“Finals at Wimbledon — 
whether you’re black, 
white, brown or green. I 
think he’s done a great job 
of playing tennis and I don’t 
think anybody should let the 
colour of his skin overshad- 
ow what he’s done on the 
tennis court 

“Obviously his victory is 
something the whole black 
community can cherish and 
I think that’s exciting. 

Washington now faces 
big-serving Richard 

Krajicek for the title. • 

The 24-year-old 

Dutchman, who put out 
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MaliVai Washington of the 15. (left) is congratulated 
Martin at the Wimbledon tennis championships July 6. 
5-7, 6-4, 6-7, 6-3 10-8 ( Reuters photo) 


defending champion Pete 
Sampras in the previous 
round, slammed down 
another 15 aces to blast 
Australian Jason 

Stoltenberg off the number- 
one show court 7-5, 6-Z 6- 
1. 

He now tops the ace count 
with 133 since the tourna- 
ment began. 

“This is a moment you 
dream about” said a 
delighted Washington after 
his win. 

“I mean, you do some- 
thing like this and every kid 
from five years old and you 
know, even guys 50 years 
old have dreamt of being in 
this position. So it’s fortu- 
nate that Pm one of the few 
who has this opportunity.” 

Washington, who joked 
that “eating a lot of pizzas” 
may be one of the secrets of 
bis success, bad reached the 
semifinal earlier this week 


after saving two match 
points against Alex 
Radulescu of Germany in 
another five-set marathon. 

Tve been eating pizzas 
every night.. .but the real 
reason for success is that 
you work hard for moments 
like (his. 

“There are going to be 
times it doesn’t go your 
way. But the exciting thing 
about sport is you want to 
seize the opportunity once it 
is in your reach. I’m just 
glad I was able to catch up 
with it today. 

“I’m sure I’ll get a good 
reception when I get back 
home. I have a lot of sup- 
port from the black commu- 
nity in the United Stares and 
around the world 

“It’s great when you can 
win because you're winning 
for yourself...and you’re 
winning for your 
family...and you’re kind of 
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A1 Jala’ basketball tournament 
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imjpressiYe in opening 





By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


ALJAZlREH*s basketball 
teams were impressive in 
their opening matches at A1 
Jala’s basketball tournament 
currently underway in 
Aleppo. 

A1 Jazireh’s women’s 
team beat Syrian runner-up 
A1 Horrieh 60-50, the first 
half ending 32-14. 

In the mm’s match, 
Syrian champs A1 Ittihad 
bad a hard time before over- 
coming A1 Jazireh 88-80. 
The first half score was 41- 
37. 

A1 Horrieh includes some 
of Syria’s top players, 
including the agile 
Mohammad Abu Sa’da who 
led his team to Syria's coun- 
try’s basketball title last 
yean Abu Sa’da scored 42 
points while teammate 
Mohammad A1 imam bad 
23 in their win over A1 


Jazireh. 

AI Jazireh’s result against- 
A1 Horrieh is quite impres- 
sive since the team in great- 
ly undermanned due to tbe 
absence of many players 
including playmaker Ghaith 
Ennabi, centre Naser 
Alawneh , Ihab Qaddoumi , 
Seif Lada’ a in addition to 
players on the under-18 
national team. However, the 
team includes a young line- 
up led by Hnsam Lutfi, 
Yousef Abu Baker, Ma’n 
Odeh and Saqer Khirfan. 

The women’s result was a 
strong confidence booster 
as well before Al Jazireh 
take on hosts Al Jala’. 

Their win over Al Horrieh 
was led by star forward 
Suhair Maqusi, the game’s 
top scoter with 28 points 
which included 7 three- 
pointers. 

Centres Rana Hus se ini. 
Tamara Al Khadra and 
Andeira Qasessieh did well 


in rebounding while Rania 
Dajani excelled in fast 
breaks. 

Al Jazireh’s participation 
in the eight team tourna- 
ment comes in preparation 
for the season's basketball 
competitions. 

The week-long tourna- 
ment is organised by 
Aleppo's Al Jala’ Club and 
includes four men’s and 
four women’s teams . Men’s 
reams include Al Horrieh , 
hosts Al Jala’ , Al Jazireh 
and Al Ittihad . 

Women’s teams include 
Syrian champions Al Jala’, 
and aU-rime- rivals AJ 
Horrieh and Al Yarmouk in 
addition to Jordan’s reign- 
ing champions Al Jazireh 

The Kingdom's titlehold- 
ers, had played the three 
teams on earlier occasions 
losing to AI Horrieh by four 
points, defeating Al 
Yarmouk, while losing three 
matches against Al Jala’ 


FOR RENT 

(FULLY FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT) 

TWO BEDROOMS, LIVING ROOM, FAMILY 
ROOM, NEW CARPET, QUIET AREA, NICE VIEW. 
«■ TEL: 668534 AFTER 10:00 A.M. 

UM-UTHAINA 


SMALL FAMILY REQUIRES 
A FILIPINA MAID 


FOR INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL 621780 


Nrirth-South vulnerable. South 
deal*. 

NORTH 
* Q 5 2 
CK5 

? AJ 1085 
+ 643 

WEST EAST 

*64 a 1093 

<7 10 7643 TS2 

CQS4 0K972 

a Q 10 2 * K 9 7 5 

SOUTH 
A AK J87 
7AQJ9 
S3 

A A J 8 
The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF A TANNAH HIRSCH 


MUNIFICENCE REWARDED 
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Pans 20 
Pmu 3 a 
Paw 4? 
Paw Pom 


Pum 

Pom 
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Opening lead: Six nf a 

Dummy revcmife are nut always 
«wv in spot. When declarer has. lo 
voluntarily pm mute a trump trick 
fur i he defenders into ihe hurparn. 
it i» a rare hird indeed. 

Nnrth-Soulh bid well In reach the 
rpiule slum. The key bid in ihe auc- 
tion was North'd Itiur hearts. With 
the hulc in thill suit ill led. South 


decided that there might lo be good 
pluy fur 12 tricks and gm there by 
the shortest route. 

This hand is grist Tor the mill of 
those who arpje thal it is best to 
make an aggressive lead against .1 
small slam — had West led a cluh. 
the defense would surely have come 
'out un top. The puvavv trump lend, 
him- ever, nave declarer u chance 
ihm was Miserly seized. 

Then? were 1 1 Iasi winners, and 
the diamnml suit offered the best 


hope nf an extra trick. The problem 
was a shortage of entries to the. 
table. Declarer won the spade lead-] 
m hand, cashed the ace of diamonds 
and rufTed a diamond. When both 
defenders followed when, a trump 
was led Ui the queen, oil was well. 

Leaving the trump ten outstand- 
ing. declarer rutted another dia- 
mond. crossed lo the king of hearts 
:tnd ruffled a diamond with the last 
trump in the closed hand. Now 
hearw were run. East could rulTat 
any lime, but the ace of clubs was 
still in the South hund as on entry 
to cash the high hearts, taking rare 
or the two club loser? oa the taWc- 
Dummy a lust trump and lung dia- 
mond scored the fast two tricks. 
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John Travolta and Gene 
HackmanJn 

Get Shorty 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Layla ElwL.in 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1” 

Al Padno & Robert Denlro^ln 

HEAT 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00,6:00,9:00 

”T0NC0RD “2 ,t " 

* Abu Al Dahab 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 


Today presents Zawad Weld A wad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 


pi 


by fellow-countryman Todd 
Washington won the match 

winning for all those who 
are pulling for you. 

*Tt’s an honour to be tbe 
first black American since 
Arthur Ashe to be in a 
Grand Slam final.” 

As be scored a major 
Wimbledon upset in 1975 
when be defeated Jimmy 
Connors in four sets. 

Krajicek needed just 99 
min utes to put OUt 
Stoltenberg. who was clearly 
still feeling tbe effects of his 
rain-interrupted four-set vic- 
tory over Goran Ivanisevic of 
Croatia. 

A runner-up in the junior 
singles here in 1987. 
Stoltenberg was clearly disap- 
pointed to find himself on the 
□umber-one show court 
instead of centre-court. 

“I'd looked forward to play- 
ing on tbe centre-court, but 
I’m pleased with what I've 
accomplished here.” be said. 
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Chelsea sign 1 
for $7 million 

m jnTO^ - 1 — English Prem*- 
*igr.>ns of Italy rradf* 
kw Lazio :'->r a club record 4 9 
y*.Z min:*'"' Friday. 

[ti Matteo. 26. joins compatr 
French defenJer Franck Lebouef 
noised m n::d -table lost season. 

•The Prrm:cr league will ha\t 
:;ne A> in j-ao or three years' un 
:omperivi\ei> and physically Tb 
cli\ers wan; to come to England.' 
Pi Mature. « ho turned down t 
Hionale «ir.d Germany’s Borussu 
m imponan: f jctbffij choosing 
rfater-coach i Ruud Gullit warned 


who last played In Jordan 
last summer. Al Jala’ then 
won two encounters and 
lost the other two to 
Jordan’s national team who t ■ - 
were preparing for the 
Asian Championship in 
Japan. 

Tbe tournament in 
Aleppo is expected to be a 
good finale to Al Jazireh's 
preparations for the coun- 
try’s championship which is 
scheduled for Jnly 23. 

Al Jazireh had first won 
the country’s women’s 
championship from Al 
Orthodoxi in 1993 before 
losing it in 1994 when they 
pulled out of the champi- 
onship before reclaiming it 
last year 

Results came as follows: 

SfrPKiTs teams 

Jala’ -Yarmouk 44-42 

Jazireh- Horn eh 60-50 

Mania teams 

Jala’-Horrieh 77-72 

Ittihad-Jazireh 88-80 
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Barcelona pull out of 
Koepke transfer deal 


STUTTGART (R) — Ger- 
many goalkeeper Andreas 
Koepke was left without a 
club when Barcelona 
pulled out of a transfer deal 
on Friday, less than a week, 
after helping his country 
win the European Champi- 
onship. 

Barcelona, in a surprise 
announcement, said they 
had signed Portuguese 
goalkeeper Vitor Baia from 
Porto late Thursday night 

The news came two 
weeks after Koepke’s agent 
Karl Ortegel claimed the 
34-year-old goalkeeper and 
the Spanish clnb had 
agreed terms for a two-year 
contract 

But Ortegel said that 
Koepke would not sign for 
VFB Stuttgart, die club be 
turned down when he 
believed he was going -to 
Spain. Koepke, seeking to 
leave relegated Eintracbt 
Frankfurt had in talks with 
VFB Stuttgart before 
receiving an offer from- 
Barcelona during the Euro- 
pean Championship in 
England. . 

He denied Stuttgart’s 
cl aim that he had agreed 
terms with them but, just as 
the German Soccer Federa- 
tion (DFB) announced on 
Friday that Koepke would 
be free to go to Barcelona, 


the Spanish club said they 
bad signed Baia instead. 
VFB Stuttgart President 
Gerhard Mayer-Vorfelder 
said he still wanted Koepke 
but Ortegel said it was 
“1,000 per cent out of the 
question that Andreas 
Koepke will ever play for 
VFB Stuttgart in his 

career” . He said Koepke, 
who passed a fitness test in 
Barcelona on Wednesday, 
had already received offers 
from several other clubs. 
Koepke was left in a similar 
situation to Brazil’s Taf- 
farel, who was unemployed 
for six. months after helping 
his country win the 1994 
World Cup. 

Taffarel kept fit by play- 
ing centre-forward for an 
Italian church team as be 
could not find a dub and 
now plays for Belo Hori- 
zonte side Atietico Mineiro. 
The German agency sid 
reported that Barcelona bad 
been frightened off buying 
Koepke by the threat of a 
legal tussle with VFB 
Stuttgart and had made use 
of a clause allowing it to 
pull out of the deal to sign 
him before July 5. 

“We couldn't wait any 
longer, the situation in Ger- 
many was unclear,” Sid 
quoted Barcelona vice-pres- 
ident Juan Gaspart saying. 


Chelsea sign Di Matteo 
for $7 million 

LONDON (R) — English Premier League Chelsea com- 
pleted the signing of Italy midfielder Roberto Di Matteo 
from Lazio for a dub record 4.9 million pounds Sterling 
($7.62 million) Friday. 

Di Maneo, 26. joins compatriot Gianluca Vialli and 
French defender Franck Lebouef at the London club, who 
finished in mid-table last season. 

“The Premier League will have caught up (with Italy’s 
Serie A) in two or three years’ time. It is very strong, both 
competitively and physically. That is why so many top 
players want to come to England,” he said. 

Di Maneo, who t urned down offers from Italy’s Inter- 
nazionalg and Germany's Borns si a Dortmund, added: “The 
most important factSfm choosing Chelsea was that (Dutch 
player-coach) Ruud Gullit wanted me here at all costs.” 



Netherlands Michael Boogerd holds up his arms as be wins the 6th stage of rite 83rd 
Ibur de France between Arc-et-Semans and Aix Les Bains (207km). Stephan Heulot 
of France retains the leader’s yellow jersey (Reuters photo) 

Tour de France 

Awful conditions force 17 
riders to quit 


AIX-LES-B AIN S, France 
(R) — Bad weather took its 
toll as 17 riders left the 
Tour de France on another 
awful day Friday. 

Fourteen, including for- 
mer world champion Lance 
Armstrong of the United 
States, pulled out during 
the day’s 207 -km sixth 
stage from Arc-Et-Senans, 
made particularly tough by 
heavy downpours and vio- 
lent winds. 

Three others were elimi- 
nated for finishing outside 
the time limiL 

“I think 1 have bronchi- 
tis,” said Armstrong, who 
has won two Tour stages, 
one in 1993 and one last 
year. ‘I’m feeling so poor 
that 1 would have-had aban- 
doned anyway." _ __ , 

With strenuous climbs in 
the Alps and the Pyrenees 


still ahead, only 166 riders 
out of the 198 who started 
last Saturday from the 
Dutch city of Den Bosch 
are still going. 

The weather predictions 
for the next few days are 
Dot good and Tour doctor 
Gerard Pone said be feared 
more would give up. 

“Not only there is a risk 
of seeing riders fall on slip- 
pery roads but with all the 
rain we’ve had, some face 
medical problems, espe- 
cially chest infections and 
tendinitis ,” be said. 

“Most of the favourites 
are doing all right because 
they are top athletes but 
some of the other guys are 
really tired,” he added. 

The bad weather which 
^ hasprev ailed in the last, few 
£*days has affected the speed 
of the riders, who have 


often finished the stages far 
behind schedule. 

“It’s very difficult for the 
riders because as they fin- 
ish ever so late, they have 
little time to recover for die 
next day,” said Festina team 
director Bruno Roussel. 
“It’s making them ner- 
vous.” 

In other circumstances 
race leader Stephane 
Heulot of France would 
have been delighted to keep 
the coveted yellow jersey 
but like everybody else be 
looked exhausted after Fri- 
day’s rain-soaked ride in 
the Jura moutains. 

\y. “flW ■ /condition^,,., weffc? 
atrocious,” he* said. ■“We’re'’ 
all fed up.” 


Olympics security on high 
alert after incidents 


ATLANTA (R) —An Olympic Games 
seenrity officer was shot in the chest by a 
Stray bullet and two guards narrowly 
escaped injury when a stolen car ploughed 
through a security checkpoint. Games offi- 
cials said Friday. 

The two separate incidents, on the eve of 
the arrival of the first athletes, put Atlanta’s 
elaborate Olympic security system on red 
alert just days after two mysterious pack- 
ages prompted a bomb scare. 

A spokesman for the Geoigia State 
Olympic Law Enforcement Command 
(SOLEC) said Thomas Bentley, standing 
guard at an entrance to tire Olympic village, 
received a minor gunshot wound while 
standing post overnight on Thursday. 

“The investigation indicates that foe inci- 
dent was the result of a random shot fired 
into the air which caused foe glancing 
wound,” he said. 

News reports said foe bullet had been 
fired from an AK-47 semi-automatic rifle, a 
favourite with guerrilla groups, but police 
did not confirm this. 

Police earlier thought foe injury had been 
caused by fireworks let off during indepen- 
dence day celebrations. 

In a separate incident, police said two 
men driving a stolen car crashed into a tent 
early cm Rnday at a checkpoint near the 
equestrian venue at Conyers, east of 
Atlanta. 

Two guards escaped being hit by leaping 


over a barbed-wire fence, a spokesman 
said 

One man in the car was arrested and a 
search- was mounted for a second who fled 
the scene. The incident did not seem to be 
directly related to the equestrian venue, he 
said 

There was a major security alert on Mon- 
day after two suspicious packages were 
found near foe Adanta athletes’ village dur- 
ing a ceremony in foe complex attended by 
senior state, city and Olympic officials. 

' The scare turned out to be a false alarm, 
but anti-nuclear protesters said it highlight- 
ed the potential risk of attack on an a £ eing 
nuclear reactor in foe middle of the village 
which becomes home from Saturday to ath- 
letes from 197 teams. 

Security has been a top concern at foe 
Olympics since 11 Israeli athletes wer*- 
Itilled at the 1972 Games in Munich by 
members of foe Black September group 
who captured them in the Olympic village. 

The security setup in Adanta will include 
8,500 troops, mosdy from the U.S. Nation- 
al Guard, and 2,500 federal agents from the 
FBI and other agencies, in addition to thou- 
sands of Georgia state and local police. 

The July 19-August 4 Olympics will be 
the biggest Games ever with just more than 
10,000 athletes taking part Security 
accounts for $69.8 milli on of foe $227 mil- 
lion the federal government is spending to 
support the Olympics. 


Atlanta drug lab gets approval at last 


ATLANTA (R) — A drug 
testing laboratory which 
will be the cornerstone of 
die fight against drug 
cheats at this month’s 
Olympic Games received 
its official seal of approval 
on Friday. 

The Atlanta Committee 
for the Olympic Games 
(ACOG) said in a statement 
die long-awaited certifica- 
tion of its drags lab bad 
come through from the 
guardians of the Games, foe 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC). 

The IOC’s medical com- 
mission chairman. Prince 
Alexandre de Merode, said 
in a letter to ACOG the lab 
had passed its tests with 
, flying ^fgriomcfr ^ Showing, 
partid^fljr ^^^jnipressive 
results *^from a machine 
called the high resolution 


mass spectrometer (HRMS) 
which can trace illegal 
steroid use from months 
before. 

“During the accreditation 
test on June 25 and 26, it 
was stressed that perfor- 
mance of foe instruments 
devoted to high resolution 
mass spectrometry was 
remarkable,” De Merode 
said. 

The HRMS is one of the 
key elements in the IOC’s 
fight against drug use and 
was a late addition to the 
Atlanta lab inventory. This 
is one of the reasons for 
lengthy delays in accredita- 
tion and Friday’s eleventh- 
hour approval. 

■ “We were never really 
concerned about/ this.. We_ 
feel foe laboratory is very 
weD staffed and will do a 
great job. We are just 


pleased to have this behind 
us so we can look ahead 
and do what we have to do 
during the Games,” said 
ACOG’s chief medical offi- 
cer John CantwelL 

The laboratory will be 
staffed during foe July 19 to 
August 4 Olympics by a 
team from pharmaceutical 
firm Smithkline Beecham, 
under foe supervision of 
Barry Sample, and a team 
from the IOC-accredited 
lab in Los Angeles under 
the direction of Don Catiin, 
a veteran Olympic dope 
tester. 

De Merode said the certi- 
fication would be valid 
OQly.for^GameSf£^ the 
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12 News 

Turk MPs call for vote 
against new coalition 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
opposition deputies on 
Saturday used a debate on 
the new government's pro- 
gramme to call for support in 
parliament to defeat the 
Islamist-led coalition at next 
week's confidence vote. 

“We won't clear the way 
for the assembly to approve a 
government which appears 
To be tainted with corrup- 
tion.’’ said leftist Republican 
People's Party (CHP) leader 
Deniz Baykal in a speech to 
parliament during the debate. 

Mr. Baykal and other 
opposition deputies have 
said Turkey's first Islamist 
prime minister, Necmettin 
Erbakan, and conservative 
leader Tansu Ciller formed a 
coalition to avoid investiga- 
tions of alleged corruption 
against them. 

Doubts as to whether their 
week-old alliance will sur- 
vive Monday’s confidence 
vore have overshadowed 
government plans presented 
by Mr. Erbakan, veteran 
leader of the Islam-backed 
Welfare Party. 

The moderate plan set out 
by Mr. Erbakan comes after 
nine months of political 
chaos — during which gen- 
eral elections gave no party 
even a near-majority — 


which have generated a 
sense of urgency among 
Turkish businesses and 
workers seeking new poli- 
cies to deal with the coun- 
try's mounting economic and 
political woes. 

“This government has got 
to pass the confidence vote,” 
said the head of Turkey's 
Health Workers Union 
Mustafa Bosoglu in a state- 
ment warning of the dangers 
of a continued power vacu- 
um. 

The government pro- 
gramme revealed during the 
week by Mr. Erbakan con- 
tained little of the radical, 
anti-Western measures advo- 
cated by him in the post. 

The economic programme 
largely reflects the pro-mar- 
ket policies of coalition part- 
ner Ms. Ciller's True Path 
Party (DYP), aiming to tame 
inflation, achieve steady 
growth, cut gaping deficits 
and speedup privatisation. 

On foreign policy, Mr. 
Erbakan vowed to maintain 
NATO-member Turkey's 
close ties to the West while 
strengthening relations with 
Islamic, Central Asian and 
Balkan countries. 

Mr. Erbakan said his gov- 
ernment would consider 
changes to a law to boost 


Islamists warn 
government against 
hiking bread prices 


By Mervat Suwadeh 

Special la the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a further 
sign of escalating tension 
between the government 
and opposition parties, the 
JslwnijC Action Front (IAF) 
Saturday harshly criticised 
the government's internal 
policies and threatened to 
seek a “non-confidence 
vote" in Parliament if “such 
policies" were not altered." 

Deputy Hamzeh Mansur, 
spokesman for the IAF. 
accused the government of 
violating human rights and 
“cracking down" on 
Islamists under pressure 
from Israel and the U.S. 

‘Tens of Islamist activists 
were arrested during the 
past three months on 
charges of sympathising 
with the Palestinian Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
Hamas," Mr. Mansur 
charged. “All of the 
detainees that were released 
were severely tortured in 
violation of human rights 
which the government 
pledged to protect when it 
took office," he told a press 
conference. 

"The government is going 
through a real crisis after it 
failed to live up to its com- 
mitments to safeguard 
democracy and carry out 
economic reform in the 
Kingdom." Mr. Mansur 
said. 

Mr. Mansur demanded an 
“immediate release of all 
political prisoners" and 
urged the government to 
investigate on allegations of 
torture of detainees. 

Minister of Information 
Marwan Nluasher rejected 
the IAF charges saying that 
the government "does not 


violate human rights and 
that the arrests that took 
place recently were for 
"security reasons” and fell 
within the scope of the 
Jordanian law. 

Flanked by six other 
Islamist deputies, Mr. 
Mansur said ihe IAF also 
disapproved of the govern- 
ment's economic policies 
that failed to improve “the 
deteriorating economic sit- 
uation" in Jordan. He 
warned the government 
against hiking bread prices. 

He said his party had ear- 
lier presented to Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti two files on corrup- 
tion cases which involved 
former ministers and offi- 
cials. and the government 
"has not yet shown serious- 
ness in fighting corruption." 

"The prime minister 
promised to study the two 
files we presented but said 
he will not be able to deal 
with the cases that involve 
former ministers." said 
Deputy Bassam Umoush. 
who took part in preparing 
the two files. 

Indicting ministers 
requires the approval of two 
thirds of the Lower House of 
Parliament's 80 deputies. 

At Saturday's press con- 
ference, the LAF said it 
would fight government 
policies with all available 
means and in line with the 
law. 

“If the government went 
on in implementing its cur- 
rent policies we will fight 
these policies with all possi- 
ble means including state- 
ments, demonstrations and 
even seeking a non-confi- 
dence vote in Parliament." 
Mr. Mansur said. 


Heavy fighting in 
Mogadishu; 15 dead 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Heavy fighting involving 
four militias left at least 15 
people dead and 65 wound- 
ed overnight and was con- 
tinuing Saturday, witnesses 
said. 

Demonstrators demanding 
that north Mogadishu 
strongman Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad mount an all- 
out offensive against south 
Mogadishu warlord 
Mohamed Farah Aideed 
meanwhile set up road- 
blocks in the north of the 
divided capital, smashed 
two official vehicles, and 
threw sticks and stones at 
Ali Mahdi s residence. 

The fighting — with 
heavy machine-guns, 
106mm recoilless rifles. 


1 02mm mortars, rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades and anti-air- 
craft missiles — began 
when General Aideed’s 
militias advanced on the 
south Mogadishu enclave of 
Medina, inhabited by Abgal 
clansmen loyal to Ali 
Mahdi. 

It then spread to areas 
controlled by Osman 
Hassan Ali "Alto," once 
Aideed's financier but now 
a bitter foe, even though 
both men are members of 
the Saad subclan of the 
Habr Gedir. 

On Saturday morning 
Gen. Aideed’s men 
exchanged heavy weapons 
fire across the "green line 
with Ali Mohdi's militia- 


Turkey's standing in a land- 
mark customs union deal 
with the European Union, 
which went into effect in 
January. 

The Islamists narrowly 
won general polls last 
December, securing 158 
deputies in the 550-seat par- 
liament. but were unable to 
find a coalition partner. A 
minority coalition between 
rival conservative parties 
collapsed last month. 

Mr. Erbakan's coalition 
with Ms. Ciller’s True Path 
Party — part of the short- 
lived coalition with Mesut 
Yilmaz’s Motherland Party 
— appears to have overcome 
ideological differences but 
now must make sure it has 
enough deputies to pass the 
confidence vote. 

The alliance between the 
Welfare Party and Ms. 
Ciller’s DYP has 287 
deputies on paper and needs 
votes from a majority of 
those attending the assembly 
vote in order to be approved 

Some Ms. Ciller deputies 
have threatened to vote 
against the alliance to protest 
the deal giving Islamists their 
biggest share of power in 
Turkey, a secular state with 
an overwhelmingly Muslim 
population. 

French court 
rejects King 
Hassan’s 
lawsuit 

PARIS (R) — A Paris court 
has thrown out a lawsuit by 
Moroccan King Hassan 
accusing die daily newspa- 
per Le Monde of offending 
him in a report on illicit drug 
trafficking in his country. 

The court, in a verdict 
delivered on Friday, agreed 
that King Hassan had been 
insulted in a Le Monde arti- 
cle about a confidential 
report by a private drugs 
watchdog organisation. 

But it concluded that the 
newspaper and journalist 
Erich Inciyan were merely 
doing their job in accurately 
reporting the group's find- 
ings “without gratuitous 
attack, distortion or improp- 
er interpretation". 

It is against French press 
law to offend a foreign head 
of state. 

Le Monde printed exten- 
sive extracts from the court 
opinion in its Saturday edi- 
tions. 

The afternoon daily's arti- 
cle on November 3, 1995. 
had cited a report commis- 
sioned by the European 
Union from the Geopolitical 
Drugs Observatory (OGD), 
a private group based in 
Paris. It quoted the OGD 
report as saying up to .1,500 
tonnes of hashish was 
exported every year from 
Morocco, making the king- 
dom the world's top source 
of the drug. 

According to the article, 
the group concluded that 
King Hasson’s 1992 pledge 
to fight drugs apparently 
went no further than public 
statements. Rabat called the 
report an attempt to harm 
Morocco at a sensitive stage 
of negotiations with the 
European Union on an asso- 
ciation accord. 
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A group of high school girls jump into a swiming pool in the old part of Sarajevo Saturday. Sarajevans are trying 
to take advantage of the nice weather with temperatures reaching 30 degrees Celsius by cooling off in the swim- 
ming pool. This is the first summer in four years that citizens of the capital of Bosnia can enjoy outdoor activities 
without fear of being attacked by mortars or sniper fire (Reuters photo) 

Bosnian Muslims, Croats agree on joint army 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Bosnian officials have 
agreed on the text of a 
defence bill on setting up a 
joint army for the Muslim- 
Croat federation that forms 
part of the postwar Bosnian 
republic, U.S. mediator 
James Pardew said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Pardew said he had 
been officially notified that 
Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic and the presi- 
dent of the Muslim-Croat 
federation, the Croat 
Kresimir Zubak had 
reached an agreement, 
which he described as “an 
act of vision and leader- 
ship" by the two men. 

The agreement was ini- 
tially announced on 
Bosnian television late 
Friday. 

The creation of a joint 


army is a condition for the 
release of a multi-million- 
dollar defence aid package 
to the federation to enable it 
to act as counterweight to 
the more powerful Bosnian 
Serb forces in the Republika 
Srpska, the second entity in 
the republic. 

The bill has to be 
approved by the federation 
parliament which will meet 
next week. Mr. Pardew told 
reporters here. 

A joint defence ministry 
will also be formed with a 
unified chain of command, 
be said. Army recruits will 
however be able to choose 
the unit they serve in 
according to their religious 
affiliation. 

"The two presidents will 
share civilian command 
over the armed forces until 
defence responsibilities are 


defined for each in a sepa- 
rate law to be passed within 
three months," Mr. Pardew 
said of the issue that had 
been the main stumbling 
block in the negotiations. 

Once the bill has been 
passed into law, Washington 
will establish a training and 
equipment programme 
promised at the time of the 
signing of the Dayton peace 
accords last December. 

The programme provides 
for $140 million in military 
aid, with $100 million to be 
provided by the United 
States. Mr. Pardew gave no 
details concerning the con- 
tributions of other coun- 
tries. 

In ^another development 
Saturday, Bosnian Serb 
forces threatened to shoot 
down U.S. helicopters after 
the aircraft spotted Serb 


heavy weapons in an exclu- 
sion zone prompting a 
major show of NATO mus- 
cle. Western military 
sources said here Saturday. 

The threat was made on 
Friday in eastern Bosnia, 
near to the Bosnian Serb 
army command at Han 
Pijesak. 60 kilometres 
northeast of Sarajevo, an 
area falling within the U.S.- 
policed zone of the country. 

The commander of the 
Serb unit in the area threat- 
ened to open condition of 
anonymity. 

The Serb move prompted 
a major display of air power 
over the area, according to 
the same source, who added 
that U.S. attack helicopters 
have been sent to the area. 

A spokesman for the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Saudi King Fahd 
greets visiting 
French president 


Afghan cabinet sworn 
in as rockets kill 15 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (R) 
— Saudi Arabia's King Fahd 
greeted French President 
Jacques Chirac on Saturday at 
the start of his official visit to 
the desert kingdom which is 
expected to focus on closer 
political ties and security 
issues. 

The two men hugged on 
greeting each other at Jeddah 
Airport! 

Before Mr. Chirac's depar- 
ture from France it was uncer- 
tain whether he would meet 
the monarch, who is 75 and 
suff ered a stroke last year. 

Mr. Chirac, accompanied 
by four cabinet ministers, is 
making his first visit ro the 
oil-rich kingdom since be 
became head of state nearly 
14 months ago. He had 
planned to visit Saudi Arabia 
earlier this year but cancelled 
when King Fahd felllll. 

Mr. Chirac’s spokeswoman 
Catherine Colonna said his 
priority was a “dialogue 


between equal partners" on 
Gulf security. Arab-Lsraeli 
peace and Bosnia. 

On Mr. Chirac's agenda 
was a report to Saudi rulers on 
last week's summit in Lyon of 
the Group of Seven industrial 
nations, which pledged new 
efforts ro fight political vio- 
lence in the woke of last 
month's truck bomb attack at 
Dhahran military base in east- 
ern Saudi Arabia in which 19 
U.S. soldiers died. It is not 
clear who carried out the 
attack. 

A bomb attack on a U.S.- 
assisted military training 
facility in Riyadh last 
November killed seven peo- 
ple. 

France has 134 soldiers in 
Saudi Arabia. 

French Interior Minister 
Jean-Louis Debre planned 
talks to expand a training and 
cooperation programme with 

(Continued on page 7) 


KABUL (R) — A new 
Afghan cabinet was sworn in 
on Saturday after a rebel rock- 
et attack on Kabul killed up to 
15 people and a top govern- 
ment commander was report- 
ed killed by his own body- 
guards. 

Official Kabul Radio said 
15 people were killed and 40 
wounded by rockets fired by 
the rebel Taleban Islamic mili- 
tia. which has been besieging 
Kabul since October. 

Hospital sources earlier said 
up ro eight people were killed 
and 26 wounded in the attack, 
the most devastating on the 
city since new Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar took 
office II days ago. 

Ten people were killed and 
eight wounded by one rocket 
that hit the Karte Ariana area 
of the city, the broadcast, 
monitored in the Pakistani 
capital Islamabad, said. 

There were conflicting 
reports about when the gov- 
ernment commander organis- 
ing anti-rebel resistance in the 
western province of Herat, 
General Aiauddin, was killed. 

Some rebel and diplomatic 


sources in Pakistan said he 
was killed on Thursday along 
with four bodyguards. 

But a Pakistan-based 
Afghan news service quoted 
Herat province's Taleban gov- 
ernor. Mullah Yar 
Mohammad, as saying be was 
killed on Tuesday night at 
Spinghar Mountain in 
Pashtun Zarghun district, 
south of the provincial capital 
Herat. 

The commander’s relatives 
had been told ro collect his 
body, the Afghan Islamic 
press quoted the governor as 
saying. 

President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani’s government sent 
Aiauddin ro the area before 
Herat fell to Taleban forces 
last September. Political 
sources said his death could 
be a great setback to the 
embattled government. Only 
six of nine ministers named on 
Wednesday took the oath at 
the presidential palace. 
Government spokesmen said 
two of them were out of the 
country and one had stayed 
away because his party was 
still undecided about its role. 


Kuwaiti Christian convert fears for his life 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti convert to 
Christianity declared an apostate by an 
Islamic court said on Saturday the ruling 
was in effect a death sentence and he 
feared for his life. 

"Everyone is asking for my death." 
businessman Robert Hussein, 45. said in 
an interview. “A man has a right ro live." 

“Everyone has accused me of aposta- 
sy. This a matter of life or death...They 
sentenced me to death on May 29." be 
said. 

The Shi’ite family court, ruling on a 
private civil suit brought against Mr. 
Hussein by three Islamist lawyers, 
declared Mr. Hussein an apostate on 
May 29 in the first such finding by a 
court in the conservative Gulf Arab 
state. 

The court imposed no penalty but 
ordered Mr. Hussein to pay the costs of 
the case. 

Mr. Hussein, a thin figure in Western 
clothes who lives in hiding few fear of 
death threats, said he would appeal 


against the ruling at a court of appeal 
hearing set for September 15. 

He said he intended also to launch a 
parallel appeal against the ruling in the 
constitutional court some time in 
September on the grounds that the con- 
stitution guaranteed freedom of belief. 

Mr. Hussein said he wanted Kuwaiti 
authorities ro say openly that he was 
protected by the constitution. "No offi- 
cial statement has come forward on my 
behalf to say this man is protected by the 
constitution," he said. 

Kuwait’s constitution says freedom of 
belief is absolute. 

Public abandonment of Islam is 
extremely rare in the Arab World. Mr. 
Hussein's conversion has been 
denounced in mosques by preachers and 
by members of pariiamenL Mr. Hussein 
says one MP has called publicly for his 
killing. 

Shi'ite family court judge Jaafor Al 
Mazidi said cat May 29 that although 
Muslims might interpret his finding as 


permission to kill Mr. Hussein, this 
would constitute a violation of criminal 
law and he did not believe Kuwaitis 
would do such a thing. 

The Islamist lawyers who brought the 
sun against Mr. Hussein said they had 
been offended to tear of his conversion. 
They asked the court to declare him an 
apostate and to ship him of several civil 
rights including his nationality. 

The lawyers said they did not want 
Mr. Hussein killed. 

The Shi'ite family court ruled it had 
no jurisdiction in matters concerning 
rights such as nationality. 

Mr. Hussein converted to Christianity 
from Shi'ite Islam more than a year ago 
and changed his name to Robert 
Hussein from Hussein Qambar Ali. He 
says he has received numerous death 
threats since newspapers last year 
reported his conversion. 

He said he had recently received visits 
by American and British lawyers acting 
for Western human rights groups who 


had helped him prepare his appeal. Mr. 
Hussein says no Kuwaiti lawyer has 
agreed ro take his case for fear of 
reprisals. 

Mr. Hussein said on Saturday he never 
was 3 Muslim, arguing Islam was 
“imposed" on him by family and society 
and he never freely chose to follow the 
faith. 

Mr. Hussein adds he cannot work and 
has not seen his children regularly 
because of his family's opposition to his 
conversion, which contributed ro the 
breakup of his marriage last year. 

He said he had received many letters 
of support from sympathisers including 
politicians in Western countries. One 
group had published his name and pho- 
tograph on the Internet in appeal for 
international assistance, he said. 

Western diplomats in Kuwait say they 
have discussed the case with govern- 
ment officials but decline to give further 
details. 


Swedes 
increasingly 
unhappy with lot 
in life 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Swedes are increasingly 
unhappy with their lot in 
life, finding fault not only 
with their work and money, 
but also health and friends, 
according to a survey pub- 
lished Saturday. The Da- 
gens Nyheter daily said the 
proportion of Sweden's 8.8 
million people saying they 
were content with their life- 
had dropped a third since 
1982 from 42 per cent to 
just 28 per cent. Only 16 
per cent said they were sat- 
isfied with their financial 
situation and 25 per cent 
with their work, half the 
percentage who had ex- 
pressed satisfaction over 
those aspects in 1982. 
Analysts blamed the dissat- 
isfaction on unemploy- 
ment, which was almost 
unknown in tbe 1980s but 
now affects 300,000 peo- 
ple, as well as on a per- 
ceived deterioration in eco- 
nomic conditions and 
social security. 

Hong Kong skirts 
rift sparks 
resignation call 

HONG KONG (R) — 
Hong Kong’s Equal Op- 
portunities Commission 
has been forced to promise 
changes in a proposed 
dress code that would have 
allowed employers to force 
women to go to work in 
skirts and to bar them from 
wearing trousers. Com- 
missioner Fanny Cheung 
said the draft code was too 
specific and must be re- 
written, the daily South 
China Morning Post news- 
paper said Saturday. “The 
cbdfe should be more gener- 
aT'By listing factors which 
employers should consider 
when a dress code is draft- 
ed,” she said. She said the 
draft written by consul- 
tants, did not necessarily 
reflect tbe views of the 
commission. Ms. Cheung 
was urged to resign by the 
vice-chairman of the De- 
mocratic Foundation lobby 
group, Francis Lun, who 
told government-run radio 
that she was out of touch 
and was unsuitable for such 
a politically sensitive post 
The code, revealed Friday, 
would allow employers to 
force female staff to wear 
skirts because men can 
wear only trousers to work, 
not skirts. The embarrass- 
ing proposal came soon 
after a public furore forced 
a local securities bouse to 
drop a rule fining women 
for wearing trousers to the 
office. 

Taiwan students 
more liberal about 


TAIPEI (Ri — Taiwan’s 
senior high school and 
junior college students are 
much more open in their 
attitude to sex than 12 
years ago, the state-run 
Central News Agency quo- 
ted a new report as saying 
Saturday. The results were 
given by the Taiwan pr- 
ovincial government’s 
Home Planning Research 
Organisation at a five-day 
Asian sex study seminar 
starting Saturday in Taipei, 
the agency said. Twelve per 
cent of the male students 
interviewed said they had 
sexual experience, up from 
six per cent in an investiga- 
tion conducted in 1983, 
while seven per cent of the 
female students said they 
had experience, up from 
one per cent in 1983, it 
said. The investigation was 
conducted between No- 
vember 1995 and March 
1996 with 50.160 senior 
high school students and 
junior college students 
aged between 16 and 19. 
Twenty-one per cent of the 
male students interviewed 
said it was right to have sex 
when the two involved 
“liked” each other, up from 
eight per cent in 1983. For 
the female students, five 
per cent said so against one 
per cent in 1983. 
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